THE SHOEMAKER’s DREAM
One of the most beautiful of all Christmas stories was told by the American
poet, Edwin Markham, about a cobbler, a godly man who made shoes in the
old days.
One night the cobbler dreamt that Jesus was coming to visit him the next
day. The dream was so real that he got up early the next morning, went to
the woods and gathered green boughs to decorate his shop for the arrival of
so great a Guest.
He waited all morning, but his shop remained quiet, except for an old man
who limped up to the door asking to come in for a few minutes of warmth.
While the man was resting, the cobbler noticed that the old fellow's shoes
were worn out. Touched, the cobbler took a new pair from his shelves &
made sure the stranger was wearing them before he left.
The cobbler continues to wait, but his only visitor was an elderly woman. He
had seen her struggling under a heavy load of firewood, and invited her into
his shop to rest. He discovered that she had had nothing to eat for 2 days so
he gave her a nourishing meal before she left.
As night began to fall, the cobbler heard a child crying outside his door. The
child was lost and afraid. The cobbler went out, soothed the youngster's
tears and, with the little hand in his, took the child home.
When he returned, the cobbler was sad. He was convinced that while he had
been away he had missed the visit of his Lord.
Now he lived through the moments as he had imagined them: the knock, the
latch lifted, the radiant face, the offered cup. He would have kissed the
Hands where the nails had been, washed the Feet where the spikes had
entered. Then the Lord would have sat and talked with him.
In his anguish, the cobbler cried out, "Why is it, Lord that Your feet delay?
Have you forgotten that this was the day?"
Then, soft in the silence a Voice he heard: "Lift up your heart for I kept My
Word. Three times I came to your friendly door; Three times My shadow
was on your floor.
I was the man with the bruised feet. I was the woman you gave food
to eat. I was the child on the homeless street."
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Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold a young woman
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel
Isaiah 7:14

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
From his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on himThe Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
The Spirit of counsel and of power,
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LordAnd He will delight in the fear of the Lord. Isaiah 11:1-3a

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour
For He who is mighty has done great things for me,
And holy is His name.
And His mercy is on those who fear Him
From generation to generation Luke 1: 46 - 50

LINK CLOSURE
This is the last Link for 2011 & will be published again Sunday 18th Jan 2012.
If you have an urgent prayer request please phone 011 782 0367 and leave a
message. Messages will be attended to on a daily basis and urgent prayer requests
will be added to the prayer chain.
Gail (who is going to Guernsey for Christmas to visit her daughter) and Maurice
wish everyone, who has faithfully prayed the Link throughout 2011, a Christ filled
Christmas and a blessed and peaceful 2012.
Your prayers, coupled with God’s Power, have been responsible for many people
being healed, comforted and blessed throughout 2011.
THANK YOU to each and every one of you.
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
DAVE MCBIRNIE has been struggling with a severe chest infection for these past
2 weeks, still not good after his fourth lot of antibiotic. We pray healing for Dave
EDWARD FYSH diagnosed with cancer, he had a colon op last week & is
progressing well. We pray continued healing and peace for his wife Joy and family.
PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:

CANCER LIST
Lee de Villiers, Diedre, Noel Robertson, Andrew Slabbert, Frances, Deon Retief,
Francis, Alan McEwan, Dudley Middleton, Lesley Tippett, Mary, Nicky Smith.
Chris v Zyl, Graham, Shelley, Zoe-Mae (13), Gaby (4) Rina Wiggett , Reef, Blake
Klopper (Hodgkinson Lymphona)
CHRONIC LIST
Debbie (coma), John Edwards & Bill Robertson (rehab), George Joannou, Alison
& Dennis, Gwen (heart problems), Andy (migraine) Geraldine v Zyl & Aiden de
Smidt, 13 (Crohn’s disease), Liam(brain seizures), Heine (MS),
Lynette vd Watt (brain surgery), Maureen, Reg & Iris (Alzheimer’s), Brian Le
Pere(spinal problems), Mary Marais (heart), Sarah (schizophrenic), Yvette
(diverticulitis), Guylon le Grange, Denese Pieterse (severe back pain),
Christos(chronic loss of memory), Joan& Pat vd Merwe (Joan depression & Pat
epilepsy), Gail Bayer(coma), Noel Robertson (pain), Jonathan Finn(headaches)
Diane (marital problems), Joan Cutler (frail), Frances Simpson (bed rest), Patricia
Price (severe back pain), Manny( gunshot wounds) , Kim mcKusker(motor
accident), Charlene & Christo( marriage) Dr Basil (motor neuron disease),
Brenda(back brace), Kerry (back problems), Ingrid (financial problems),
Donovan(battling with ill health), Mary Oosthuizen (gall bladder op) Jacqui (back
fusion), Gideon (backop), Cheryl Rimmer(blockage)

GEORGE (25) diagnosed with a legion on his brain and undergoing tests to
determine treatment needed. We pray wisdom for the docs and peace for his family.
KUMARA CHETTY had op to remove colorectal tumour and is still in a coma on a
ventilator. Pray for a miracle that he will recover. We lift his wife and children to the
Lord asking that they may be given strength to endure.
JENNIFER (23) (Desiree McEloney’s granddaughter) continuing treatment but
still very weak. We pray healing for Jennifer & strength & peace for her & Desiree
RICHARD TROLLIP starts chemo tomorrow (19th). We lift Richard & Daphne up
to our loving Lord praying for healing, wisdom for doctors & peace for the family
IAN FERGUSON diagnosed with inoperable cancer and only has a few weeks to
live. We pray peace & comfort for him, Michelle & their 2 young children
KAY (60’s) severe sciatica and back problems, admitted to hospital. We pray for
healing for Kay, strength and comfort for her and her husband.
RAINER WODRICH only one lung functioning, we continue to pray for healing for
Rainer and peace for him & Jenni, his wife

SIEGHARDT (Woolf ‘s brother) home & doing well, thanks for prayers.
DAVE JACK home & progressing well, we keep him, Diane & in our prayers

COLLEEN (Ann Brooks’s sister) we continue to pray for her full recovery

“Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall name him Jesus.
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father,
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” - Luke 1
On this last Sunday of Advent, we quietly reflect on the mystery.
We rest in awe, in wonder,
At how our God entered our world and came to be with us.
We pause to receive the gift offered us:
that the Spirit of God will open up our lives and
that Jesus will really come into our hearts.
May we have watchful hope today, believing what the Lord promises us.
Let us pray today, that we might be God's servants,
that we might be instruments of God's love
for our families and all we serve this week.

