A CHRISTMAS BLESSING



May there be harmony in all your relationships. May sharp words, envious
thoughts and hostile feelings be dissolved.



May you give and receive love generously. May this love echo in your heart
like the joy of church bells on a clear December day.



May each person who comes into your life be greeted as another Christ.
May the honour given to the Babe of Bethlehem be that which you extend to
every guest who enters your presence.



May the hope of this sacred season settle in your soul. May it be a foundation
of courage for you when times of distress occupy your inner land.



May the wonder and awe that fills the eyes of children be awakened within
you. May it lead you to renewed awareness and appreciation whatever you
too easily take for granted.



May the bonds of love for one another be strengthened as you gather with
your family and friends around the table of festivity and nourishment.



May you daily open the gift of your life and be grateful for the treasures it
contains.



May the coming year be one of good health for you. May you have energy
and vitality. May you care well for your body, mind and spirit.



May you keep your eye on the Star within you and trust this Luminescent
Presence to guide and direct you each day.



May you go often to the Bethlehem of your heart and visit the One who offers
you peace. May you bring this peace into our world.

Taken from ‘Out of the Ordinary’ ©2000, by Joyce Rupp. Used by permission of Ave Maria Press. All rights
reserved.

"Let me not wrap, stack, box, bag, tie, tag, bundle, seal, keep Christmas.
Christmas kept is liable to mould.
Let me give Christmas away, unwrapped, by exuberant armfuls. Let me share,
dance, live Christmas unpretentiously, merrily, responsibly with overflowing
hands, tireless steps and sparkling eyes.
“Christmas given away will stay fresh—even until it comes again."

Trinity Methodist Church
LINDEN, JOHANNESBURG

Prayer is the key of the morning and the bolt of the night.
14 December 2014
3rd SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold a young woman
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel
Isaiah 7:14

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
From his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on himThe Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
The Spirit of counsel and of power,
The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LordAnd He will delight in the fear of the Lord
Isaiah 11:1-3a

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour
For He who is mighty has done great things for me,
And holy is His name.
And His mercy is on those who fear Him
From generation to generation.
Luke 1: 46 - 50

PLEASE PRAY FOR;
RUSSELL HARRISON (wife Margie) we praise God that Russell did not need to have
colon surgery & will have a further colonoscopy procedure in 12 months’ time.
DUDLEY HUDSON (wife Charmaine) had a further spell in hospital due to his recent
onset of widespread cancer.
REBECCA DU PLESSIS (friend Suzanne Grundler) was pregnant with twins, due March
2015. Sadly she lost her babies (Hannah & Joshua) after an emergency caesarean last Sat.
We remember Rebecca, her husband, family & friends at this time.
WINIFRED TENNANT sadly passed away on Thurs. Our prayers and love go to her
daughter, Barbara Ann Smuts, Barbara’s sister visiting from Australia and the family.
LOUIS (Helen van Iddekinge’s husband) was admitted to the Donald Gordon suffering
with liver cancer and in tremendous pain.
ELLY WINKELMANN is not well & in hospital undergoing tests.
WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:
DUNCAN EDWARDS, who contracted Erdheim Chester Disease (ECD) a year ago, his
son Anthony and 2 friends, are cycling to Cape Town over a 14 day period in order to
raise awareness and funds for the ECD foundation.
COLLEEN (70+) has been diagnosed with a rare type of cancer where there is only
limited treatment. The outlook is not good.
GRAEME FRASER doing well after knee replacement but finding it difficult not being in
his office on a full time basis.
GABRIEL (Michelle Tippet’s nephew) praise God the fever broke a few days ago and is
staying down.
DEVON (10 - Dudley Middleton’s nephew) broke his arm badly 18 months ago; he now
has a serious bone infection and is in hospital for docs to decide on treatment.
LEN & GAIL DE KLERK - Gail was due to go home last Fri after being in hospital for 8
weeks with problems after hip replacement. On Wed, Gail’s husband Len was at home
when the lounge/dining room ceilings collapsed during a huge hail storm causing
extensive damage to their possessions. Please pray for them both.





NEL ALLEN she does have some pain but is doing well after hip replacement.
DAVE Mc BIRNIE (wife Glynnis) hopes to be home soon after knee replacement.
MARIA (friend of Magda) had knee replacement op on Tuesday & is doing well.
GORDENE diagnosed with brain cancer and will be going for chemotherapy.

RUTH (Cecil Olberholzer’s daughter) underwent surgery on advice from doctors.
BABY BELLA Praise God indeed, Bella is now at home, what a gift for Christmas!
LIZELLE SLABBERT (husband Martin, 2 young children) undergoing chemo for
breast cancer. Lizelle is having a lot of pain and both her, Martin, children and parents are
distressed and suffering emotionally.
MEMBERS OF OUR CONGREGATION who are experiencing difficulties and doubt in
their lives, that they may not forsake the care of the Trinity Church family.

CANCER LIST: Gordon Bennett, Anton Marais (Sydney), Lee Barnes, Nola Dodds,
Tracy Hoy (UK), Hilda Louter, Val Warren, Dudley Middleton, Marguerite, Peter,
Myrren (18), Diane Turner, Maureen Lupton, Martin vd Merwe (Karin Blackburn’s
dad), Joy vd Klis, Jean Clarence, Daniela Andrade (7), Russell Jones, Ursula Ryder,
Lesley Steyn, David Edwards (UK), Doh Carneson, Louise Shaw (Texas), Brian K,
John Sandison, Cindy Saunders, Marina van de Ruit, Brian Tromp, Chloe Thomas,
Elizabeth Innes, Greg Cleeve-Edwards, Joanna (Maurice’s niece), Joy (Sam’s sister),
Gilbert Hughes, John Clarke, Dudley Hudson, Keith Bunce (UK - wife Liz), Bill
Coulle, Rev Hans Visser.
CHRONIC LIST: Denese Pieterse (back problems), Dave (Guillain Barre Syndrome),
Elaine Vermaak (osteoporosis), Moira Smith (hiatus hernia), Maureen Dewberry (heart
problems), Alison (spinal problems), Illia & Graham (UK), Diana Viljoen’s Mom
(stroke), Colleen Hunter (brain op), Christiaan Vermeulen (heart surgery), Deon (facial
surgery), Susanne (stroke), Duncan Edwards (rare disease), Noelle Marshall (leukemia
& eye problems), Louise Combrink (nervous breakdown),
Heather Seymour
(emphysema), Nic Swart (stroke), Nic Breytenbach (MDS Leukaemia), Elwyn Dyer (hip
op), Bradley Manson (Kidney disease, dialysis), Reef’s grandparents, Eve & Brian
Humphreys, Coral Fisher (foot problems), Jules (auto immune disease), Lesley (broken
wrists), Louis Brugman (heart & hip problems), Linda Hann (needs employment), John,
Elaine Vermaak’s nephew (heart problems, loss of job), Dennis Meintjies (Sheila
Marley’s brother - intestinal op), Moira Wessels (in frail care), Rebecca Owens (fungal
infection), Rhys Thomas (heart), William Marrs (elbow op), Mari Thomasset (Leg op),
Helene Segal (fractured arm), Harold (Maurice’s dad – tired & frail), Bella (prem baby),
Terry (broken leg), Pam Jenkins (blood pressure problems), Hans (thinning retina),
Audrey Newberry (broken wrists), Gail de Klerk (hip replacement), Delene Muller
(broken knee cap), Annabelle-Jane (5 - insecure), Sylvia Maphisa (TB & eye problems),
Cynthia Ross (spinal problem), Elsabé Vorster (back problem), Sonette Macgregor
(myasthenia gravis), Willa (severe back problems), Carl Marais (foot amputation).

"Life is a constant Advent season: we are continually waiting to become, to discover, to
complete, to fulfil. Hope, struggle, fear, expectation and fulfilment are all part of our
Advent experience.
“The world is not as just, not as loving, not as whole as we know it can and should be.
But the coming of Christ and his presence among us—as one of us—give us reason to
live in hope: that light will shatter the darkness, that we can be liberated from our fears
and prejudices, that we are never alone or abandoned.
"May this Advent season be a time for bringing hope, transformation and fulfilment
into the Advent of our lives."

