BLESSINGS have to do with both giving and receiving.
We don’t talk much today about blessing others, but it was a vital part of life in
Bible times. To bless someone meant many things. It meant to praise them, to
pray for them, and to commit them to God’s care. It also meant to dedicate and
challenge them to live forever committed to God; it was a challenge to keep hold
of spiritual things. It was a call for abundance and prosperity for another.
And it was also a way of officially passing on the family inheritance to the oldest
son. Wishes for a rich and abundant life were inherent in a blessing, although not
always abundance in a material sense. God was recognised as the ultimate
source of blessing, and the person blessed would walk with the Lord and receive
His benefits.
To receive God’s blessing meant not only to enjoy innumerable gifts, but in a
much deeper way to be welcomed into a special relationship with Him, a
relationship to be affirmed and practiced.

When you are tired and discouraged from fruitless efforts
God knows how hard you have tried
When you’ve cried so long and your heart is in anguish
God has counted your tears
If you feel that your life is on hold and time has passed you by
God is waiting with you
When you’re lonely and your friends are too busy even for a phone call
God is by your side
When you think you’ve tried everything and don’t know where to turn
God has a solution
When nothing makes sense and you are confused or frustrated
God has the answer
If suddenly your outlook is brighter and you find traces of hope
God has whispered to you.
When things are going well and you have much to be thankful for
God has blessed you
When something joyful happens and you are filled with awe
God has smiled upon you.
When you have a purpose to fulfil and a dream to follow
God has opened your eyes and called you by name.
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God is here – let’s celebrate!
Let us enlist our lives in perpetual celebration
Over God’s goodness and greatness.
Let us announce to the world God’s presence
And proclaim His loving concern for all people.
How compassionate He is over all He has created,
How tender toward His failure-fraught creatures.
He will not cop out on His promises to us.
His blessings are not reserved only for those
Who fit obediently into His design for them.
He is just - and He is forgiving
He gently picks up those who have fallen and
Restores them to sonship and servanthood.
He sustains those who are wavering in weakness
And grants them His grace and strength.
He reaches into the void of empty lives
And enriches and fulfils their hungry hearts.
How incomparably glorious is our great God!
May our mouths articulate and our lives demonstrate
His ever-present love for all His creatures.
Let us celebrate the eternal mercy and goodness of our God.
Psalm 145 (selected verses from ‘Psalms now’)

PLEASE PRAY FOR;
NORMA MILLER sadly passed away on Thursday, the 18 th. Our prayers and love are
with Peter, Lorraine, Peggy, Brett, Sherrie & the rest of the family. Her memorial service
will be held on Tuesday at 11:00 am.
BETTY BOYD is recovering from the motor accident she had with Norma, she is still
experiencing severe lower back pains, pain killers are not helping.
SAM COOK’S COUSIN was hiking in the Fish River Canyon, with his father & friends,
when he experienced severe chest and died unexpectedly. Please keep Sam’s Uncle &
Auntie, who is really battling with the sudden death of her son, in your prayers as well as
the rest of the family.
JOY VD KLIS recent update from Joy: “my figures for CEA are down 15.4 but IDH at
141 not so good. Yes Jesus loves and heals me through all of you who support me and
pray for me on a regular basis. Thank you all so much.”
BARBARA (Grace Grant’s sister) is to have an op on her parotid gland to remove
cancer on Thursday 25th September.
HAROLD (Maurice’s dad) is having great difficulty swallowing food or liquid due to
shortness of breath. Harold is so tired and his carers want to call in specialist nurses as
well as hospice nurse. Maurice’s sister Jean is taking strain.
WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:
CHANTELLE (Warren’s wife) her back remains very painful after having numerous
injections as well as a lumbar puncture.
BRIAN & EVA HUMPHRIES although they have been through a tough time lately they
are moving forward with their plans to downsize which will be a huge undertaking.
GRAHAM suffering from ‘primary progressive aphasia’, his family is very concerned
JOHN (Elaine Vermaak’s nephew) is not doing well since his heart attack during which
he burnt his hands badly & has now lost his job; he also has no medical aid.
DENNIS MEINTJIES (Sheila Marley’s brother) his wound is still leaking after intestinal
op and he is making slow progress.
BELLA (prem baby) has an infection in her lungs and is still in hospital.
MOIRA WESSELS (John’s Mom) is still in frail care, her bedsores are gradually healing
and she is making slow progress.
RHYS THOMAS (30’S-London) is now awake and sits on edge of bed although very
wobbly. “He still can’t speak because of tracheotomy but tried to write ‘scribble’ which
looked awesome. He can mouth words, smile, wink & pout his lips for a kiss”. We praise
God for his improvement and continue to pray.

CANCER LIST: Gordon Bennett, David Edwards, Anton Marais (Sydney), Lee
Barnes, Nola Dodds, Tracy Hoy (UK), Hilda Louter, Val Warren, Dudley Middleton,
Marguerite, Peter, Myrren (18), Diane Turner, Maureen Lupton, Martin vd Merwe
(Karin Blackburn’s dad), Joy vd Klis, Jean Clarence, Rebecca Owens (fungal infection),
Daniela Andrade (7), Estelle, Russell Jones, Ursula Ryder, Lesley Steyn, David
Edwards (UK), Doh Carneson, Louise Shaw (Texas), Brian K, John Sandison, Cindy
Saunders, Marina van de Ruit, Ron Senyar, Estelle Loggerenberg, Brian Tromp.
CHRONIC LIST: Denese Pieterse (back problems), Dave (Guillain Barre Syndrome),
Emmanuel Thavhiwa (difficult times), Elaine Vermaak (osteoporosis), Moira Smith
(hiatus hernia), Brian & Eva Humphreys (Eva’s recovery), Maureen Dewberry (heart
problems), Alison (spinal problems), Illia & Graham (UK), Diana Viljoen’s Mom
(stroke), Mike & Helen Urban (ill health), Colleen Hunter (brain op), Christiaan
Vermeulen (heart surgery), Deon (facial surgery), Susanne (stroke), Duncan Edwards
(rare disease), Moira (heart), Noelle Marshall (leukemia & eye problems), Louise
Combrink (nervous breakdown), Jenny Dembovsky (needs employment), Heather
Seymour (emphysema), Nic Swart (stroke), Nic Breytenbach (MDS Leukaemia), Pat
Mostert (heart problems), Elwyn Dyer (hip op), Bradley Manson (Kidney disease,
dialysis), Ella (wounds on her leg), Reef’s grandparents, Val Ochse (bone density),
Noreen Mckenzie (eye problem), Coral Fisher (foot problems), Jules (auto immune
disease), Lesley (broken wrists), Louis Brugman (heart & hip problems), Linda Hann
(needs employment).

Praise to the One whose love stirs the ancient embers
sparks the breath of prayer
Praise to the One whose love entices the wandering
beckons the confused
Praise to the One whose love grows wings on the weary
dreams hope in the discouraged
Praise to the One whose love soothes with the ointment of mercy
transforms with the touch of compassion
Praise to the One whose love threads the energy of friendship
stitches the strength of fidelity
Praise to the One whose love tickles the soul with laughter
urges the heart toward joy
Praise to the one whose love embraces the untamed
dances with the passionate
All praise to this Gracious One, all gratitude to this Beloved
All love to this Mentor of Friendship
all devotion to this Shaper of Hearts.
Joyce Rupp (used with permission)

