PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS
As we pull out our boxes with Christmas decorations we often confront a
time-intensive task with more ‘task’ than ‘time’. We want the
transformation of our homes to be completed immediately.
We want perfection, but what we have are tangled lights, tired bodies and
frayed tempers. We want immediate transformation, but in preparing our
homes for Christmas – just as preparing our hearts – immediacy is not
necessarily our ally.
The best gift we can give ourselves is the recognition that transformation
takes time and that each step in the process can be an opportunity to invite
God’s transforming presence into our hearts and our homes.
As we untangle lights, we can pray, ‘God, bring the light of Christ into
this moment’. As we arrange greenery, we can give thanks for the gift of life,
for all that grows and gives beauty to our surroundings.
As we hang stockings, we can say a silent prayer for each person for whom
the stocking is hung.
Even the mess of scattered boxes, strewn packing paper, and Christmas
decorations we can’t throw away can serve as reminders of a life that is full,
blessed and shaped by love.
As we prepare our rooms we can prepare the rooms of our hearts for the
coming of Christ. How do we do it?
 By cleaning our inner lives, deliberately putting away the resentments
and distractions that clutter our hearts and minds.
 By giving priority to forgiveness and reconciliation in the season of
relationships.
 By rearranging our obligations to make sure there’s room for prayer
and reflection in the midst of all the busyness
 By decorating our hearts with thoughts and attitudes that are worthy
to welcome a King – love, joy and peace
 By decorating our lives with loving deeds.
Heavenly Father, we cry with the psalmist:’ create in me a clean heart’. We
want to be ready whenever You come. As we clean our homes and begin to
get ready for the big day, show us how to prepare our hearts as well. After all
that’s the place where You live.
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Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In
the past he humbled the land of Zebulon and the land of Naphtali, but in the
future he will honour Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the
Jordan.
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.
For to us a child is born
To us a son is given,
And the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and peace
There will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom,
Establishing and upholding it with justice
And righteousness
From that time on and forever,
The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. Isaiah 9:1, 6-7

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
ROY CARR (80’s) it was reported in the LINK dated 27th Nov that Roy had passed
away, we have since learnt that he is very much alive. Our sincere apologies to Roy
& his family for this misunderstanding & for any heartache or inconvenience caused
by the incorrect information given in the Link.
GEORGE (25) diagnosed with a legion on his brain and undergoing tests to
determine treatment needed. We pray wisdom for the docs and peace for his family.
SIEGHARDT (Woolf Erdmann’s brother) diagnosed with cancer of his jaw. Bone
transplant did not take due to inadequate blood supply. Sieghardt has had 3 ops and
is under sedation. We pray for wisdom for docs, healing and peace for all the family.
KUMARA CHETTY had op to remove colorectal tumour and is still in a coma on a
ventilator. Pray for a miracle that he will recover. We lift his wife and children to the
Lord asking that they may be given strength to endure.
CHRIS (Marie Manson’s brother) passed away in the UK after suffering with
cancer. Chris is Marie’s only brother , they were very close and she is feeling it
terribly. Pray peace for Marie and for his family at this sad time.
DAVE JACK admitted to hospital with pneumonia on Wednesday, staff battled to
get his temp down as he was not responding to antibiotics. Pray healing for Dave
and strength for Diane and their family.

CANCER LIST
Lee de Villiers, Diedre, Noel Robertson, Andrew Slabbert, Frances, Deon Retief,
Francis, Alan McEwan, Dudley Middleton, Lesley Tippett, Mary, Nicky Smith.
Chris v Zyl, Graham, Shelley, Zoe-Mae (13), Gaby (4) Rina Wiggett , Reef, Blake
Klopper (Hodgkinson Lymphona)
CHRONIC LIST
Debbie (coma), John Edwards & Bill Robertson (rehab), George Joannou, Alison
& Dennis, Gwen (heart problems), Andy (migraine) Junie (seizures), Geraldine v
Zyl & Aiden de Smidt, 13 (Crohn’s disease), Liam(brain seizures), Heine (MS),
Lynette vd Watt (brain surgery), Maureen, Reg & Iris (Alzheimer’s), Brian Le
Pere(spinal problems), Mary Marais (heart), Sarah (schizophrenic), Yvette
(diverticulitis), Guylon le Grange, Denese Pieterse (severe back pain),
Christos(chronic loss of memory), Ron (frail & heart problems), Joan& Pat vd
Merwe (Joan depression & Pat epilepsy), Gail Bayer(coma), Noel Robertson
(pain), Jonathan Finn(headaches) Diane (marital problems), Joan Cutler (frail),
Frances Simpson (bed rest), Patricia Price (severe back pain), Manny( gunshot
wounds) , Kim mcKusker(motor accident), Charlene & Christo( marriage) Dr Basil
(motor neuron disease), Brenda(back brace), Kerry (back problems), Ingrid
(financial problems), Donovan(battling with ill health), Mary Oosthuizen (gall
bladder op) Jacqui (back fusion), Gideon (backop), Cheryl Rimmer(blockage)

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR:
JENNIFER (23) (Desiree McEloney’s granddaughter) still desperately ill but
now on a regime of treatment. We pray medication will begin the healing process
and we hold her & Desiree up to our Lord praying for His strength and peace
RICHARD TROLLIP out of hospital, the clips were removed on Thursday, the area
of the operation is still very painful. Richard & Daphne are going to their daughter
over the weekend & Richard will start treatment on the 19th. We pray for them both.
COLLEEN (Ann Brooks’s sister) doctors are happy with her progress & we pray
for her continued recovery. Ann gives thanks to all for their continuing prayers.
IAN FERGUSON diagnosed with inoperable cancer & given one month to live. We
pray peace for Ian, his wife Michelle & two young children aged 4 & 2 months
KAY (60’s) bedridden with severe sciatica and back problems - no medical aid. We
pray for healing for Kay, strength and direction for her & her husband
RAINER WODRICH only one lung functioning, we continue to pray for healing for
Rainer and peace for him & Jenni, his wife
RODNEY WILLIAMS getting stronger, we give thanks that his son, Paul, is here
from the UK and continue to hold Rodney and Shirley in our prayers.

THE CHRISTMAS WOMAN
‘Luke’s Gospel account of the Christmas event is full of activity…And yet,
in the middle of the frenetic action, here is this woman wrapped in mystical
silence…She demonstrates the necessity of a quiet place within ourselves at
Christmastime—that place where we are most ourselves in relation to God.
"It is a place of silence, not because it is untouched by all the activity of our
lives, but because it is capable of wonder. Every prayer begins with silent
wonder before it turns to words. Our first response to God is dumbstruck
awe at who he is and what he has done for us."
O God, as we close our eyes and allow our minds to go to the quiet place
help us learn how to welcome advent and prepare for the coming of
Christmas.
Bring us into the stillness, into Your presence, that we may learn what it
means to ‘wait on the Lord’, to welcome Your coming in this Holy Season

