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“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my
love. If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I
have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.
John 15:9,10 (NIV)

The Story of Christmas Spiders
In a quiet cottage in the woods lived a gentle widow and her eight
children. The widow worked very hard to keep her children warm and wellfed, but money was not plentiful. When the air grew crisp, and the snow
began to fall, the widow knew Christmas was coming. But instead of
feeling joyful as the holiday approached, she felt sadness and sorrow. She
knew that she did not have enough money to buy her children any gifts to
open on Christmas morning.
"I cannot afford new toys or books," she thought, walking home
through the woods one night. "What will I give my children?"
On Christmas Eve the family ate their simple Christmas dinner together,
and the widow tried to conceal her worries. After tucking her excited
children snugly into bed, she pulled her chair close to the fire and tried to
erase the visions of their little disappointed faces from her mind. After all,
what fun is Christmas morning without gifts to open?
"Perhaps a Christmas tree would make my children happy," the widow
sighed.
She put on her coat and hat and walked through the woods in
search of the right tree. She chose a small but beautiful evergreen,
chopped it down with her husband's axe, and brought it to the cottage.
For hours, the widow carefully decorated the fragrant tree
branches with colourful fruits, bits of ribbon, and Christmas cookies. Then
she blew out her candle and went to bed, hoping the tree would make her
children's empty Christmas a little bit brighter.
While the tired widow slept, tiny spiders crept from the cracks and
corners of the cottage. They had watched her hard at work, decorating the
tree for her children. Onto the branches they jumped, spinning delicate
strands of silky web which gracefully covered the small tree from trunk to
top. It was a beautiful sight.

When the family awoke on Christmas morning, they could not
believe their eyes. The webs of silk had been turned into pure silver,
covering the tree with dazzling brightness! During the night, Santa Claus
had come with gifts for the children and saw the tree covered with
spiderwebs. He smiled as he saw how happy the spiders were, but knew
how heartbroken the widow would be if she saw her tree covered with
spiderwebs. So he turned the silky webs into pure, shining silver. The next
morning, as the widow watched her children sing and dance around the
beautiful shining tree, she knew it would be a wonderful Christmas after
all!
From that day forward, people have hung strands of shiny silver
tinsel on their Christmas trees in honour of the poor widow and her tiny
Christmas spiders. -- By Stephanie Herbek
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We thank God for answered prayers…
Keoneng underwent additional diagnostic tests which indicated that the cancer
has not returned. We praise and thank God for this wonderful news and for all
the ‘angels’ who have cared for her over this time.
Shirley Crutchfield is recovering well and is hoping to attend church today. We
thank God for her good healing.
Magda’s sight in her eye is much better following healing from the operation
and we thank God for that.
Maryke’s skin condition is much better.
Janette is recovering well from her hip break.

We pray for…
Mike v Rooyen has a recurrence of lymphoma and is awaiting test results.
Russell & Margie Harrison – Russell is moving into mid-care at Garden Village.
Mncedisi is a 27 year old who has had a sudden psychotic episode. Please pray
that he may get the help he needs and for healing for him.
Nic needs prayer for healing.
Emmanuel needs prayer following the loss of his wife.
We pray for the youth leaders who will attend D-camp…
Lauren G-Parker
Megan Bentley
Shannon Goris

Ally Senyard
Monique Barraball
Shanon Zoghby

Camryn Jacobs
Nompu Biyela
TK Ndlovu

Jennifer Steele
Roger DBB
Warrick Fitzpatrick

We pray for our Trinity community…
Marjorie Paddock
Mari Palmer
Joyce Parker
Derek & Gail Pawley

Marika Palfai
Tania Paolini
Vanessa Parr

Geoff & Val Pallister
Ed & Melanie Parfitt
Andrew & Debra Patrick

We pray for Trinity’s staff…
Londeka & Kate on leave, Lauren’s last month & Dimitri starting as Youth Pastor.

