
 
 

Reading your Bible! 

 

Paul said to Timothy that “All scripture is God breathed and profitable for teaching, correction and for training in righteousness, 

that the man/woman of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim 3:16) 

Getting to grips with your Bible is easier today than it ever was and yet so many of us do not find it easy to read, let alone study, 

the Bible. 

Some simple tips: 

- Always read your bible with a pencil and paper on hand.  Neuroscience has discovered that the act of writing aids 

memory and comprehension.  A useful art is to paraphrase (write in your own words) what you have read.  This is 

particularly useful for smaller portions of scripture that grab your attention.   

- Some translations are “better” than others in the sense that they stick more closely to the original text, but on the 

other hand they are not always easy to read.  Reading different versions is useful.  Where you perceive a contradiction 

refer to more formally correct translations. More formally correct translations are KJV, ESV, RSV and RASV. Less 

formally correct (either so called-dynamic equivalent and paraphrases) include NIV, NLT and the Message.  

- A good way to get to terms with the new testament letters is to read different translations (most of these are freely 

available online or through mobile apps (see suggestions below)! 

- Try and read whole books at a time in order to get the full message of the text.  Use a commentary to get an overview 

of the book (especially old testament books). 

- Try and read a psalm or two and a couple of new proverbs regularly (at least once a week). 

- Read the four Gospel accounts at least once a year, but not necessarily all together (unless you are studying their 

similarities and differences. 

There are many online and mobile app based aids to bible reading.  Here are just three of them: 

 

YouVersion is a mobile application available for IOS and Android.  Its online web version is www.bible.com.  They both have the 

following features: 

- Many versions of the bible 

- Commentaries 

- Bible reading plans 

- Group function to share a reading plan and to share notes with group members (ideal for small groups) 

YouVersion is probably the most sophisticated app and has a strong social media interface.  For this very reason, some may find 

it too busy and complicated.  Then the next app is for you. 

 

Olive Tree is a mobile application available for IOS and Android. Its online version is www.olivetree.com.  

- Many versions of the bible, but not all for free 

- A very good in text cross referencing system 

- Bible reading plans (and sharing platform)  

- Themed bible studies 

 

Very easy to navigate and feels like your own personal library (not as “connected to others” as YouVersion.  On the whole very 

easy to read and customise to your own needs. Simpler than YouVersion. 

 

Slightly different from the first two is Blue Letter Bible (also available as a mobile app and as an online resource- 

www.blueletterbible.org.  Its strength is the comprehensive system of Hebrew and Greek concordance and dictionaries.  It is the 

least sophisticated of the three apps, even the mobile app has a very simple look.  However, it has some very powerful tools that 

make it useful for detailed bible study. 

- BLB provides interlinear Hebrew and Greek texts 

- Audio prenunciation of every word in the bible 

- Hebrew and Greek dictionaries 

- Hebrew and Greek concordance (allowing you to trace the same word throughout the books of the bible) 

- It enables very quick comparison of a verse across a wide range of translations. 

- Also a selection of commentaries. 

ALL of the ABOVE are FREE! 

http://www.bible.com/
http://www.olivetree.com/
http://www.blueletterbible.org/

