
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parable 
 

A parable is a succinct, didactic story, in prose or verse that illustrates one or 
more instructive lessons or principles. It differs from a fable in that fables employ 
animals, plants, inanimate objects, or forces of nature as characters, whereas 
parables have human characters.[1] A parable is a type of analogy.[2]  
Some scholars of the canonical gospels and the New Testament apply the term 
"parable" only to the parables of Jesus,[3][4] though that is not a common 
restriction of the term. Parables such as "The Prodigal Son" are central to Jesus's 
teaching method in the canonical narratives and the apocrypha. 

from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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Dates: 13th October to 17th November 2019  
 

Recommended reading: “The Parables Then & Now”, A.M. HUNTER 
    “Bible and Gospel’, A.M HUNTER  
    “Parables”, JOHN MACARTHUR 
 

Theme: Whosoever has ears, let them hear.  
 

Introduction 
“In the early Christian centuries the Church Fathers tended to treat the parables 
as allegories. That kind of allegorizing persisted in the Church for nearly eighteen 
centuries. Towards the end of the nineteenth century a German scholar named 
Jülicher proved that the parables  are not allegories to be spelled point by point, 
they exist mostly to make a point and details are but feathers which wing the 
mythical arrow  to its mark” (Hunter A M 1969:102). This means every parable 
was meant to evoke a response in action. That is why Jesus often concluded a 
parable by saying, ‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear’. This means ‘What you 
have heard is more than a pleasant story, go and work it out for yourselves. So 
my wish is that this sermon series will help us to ask a question, ‘What is Jesus 
saying to me’ 
 

Worship the King, Grow the Kingdom 
The kingdom of heaven is a frequent theme in Jesus’ parables. It is the realm 
over which Christ Himself is the undisputed King of kings and Lord of lords. In 
other words, all who truly belong to the kingdom of heaven have formally 
yielded to Christ’s Lordship. To enter the kingdom therefore is to enter into 
eternal life.  All the parables of Jesus have to do with the coming of the Kingdom 
of God.  Jews had been praying for the time when the God of heaven would 
really take to himself his great power and reign, so Parables were to help them 
know that this blessed time was no longer a shining hope on the far horizon, but 
a drawing reality. That’s the background of the Jesus’ parables-the great 
campaign of the Kingdom of God, with Jesus as its spearhead, against the 
kingdom of evil. 
After reading a book by A.M Hunter, ‘Bible and Gospel’ I decided to have 
arranged the parables in four groups, each of them illustrating some aspect of 
the Kingdom of God. 

1. First, the Coming and the Growth of the Kingdom 
2. Secondly, the Grace of the Kingdom 
3. Thirdly, the Men and Women of the Kingdom 
4. Finally, the Crisis of the Kingdom 
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Sunday 13th October 2019 The coming and the Growth of the kingdom 
 

Scripture Readings:  Mark 4:3-20 
    Jonah 1 
    Isaiah 55:1-6 
 

Of what importance is it that we converse intimately with the gospel, in order to 
facilitate our bringing forth the fruits of holiness! 
 

Welcome 
Icebreaker question: Share your name and answer the following question: 
What do you love the most about this time of the year? 
 

Worship 
Read Isaiah 55:1-6 and pray together. 
 

Word 
Read Mark 4:3-20, then consider the following 
 

Meaning of the parable  
This parable is both a solemn lesson and warning, and also a description of what 
is actually taking place in the world. There are calls to lead a holy life continually. 
Such calls may differ in degree, and strength, but they are all calls. The point with 
which this parable deals is the various kinds of treatment accorded by different 
people to these calls. Let us look at the several classes. 
 

The Dishonest/Corrupt/Unfaithful/Deceitful By a bold, proud, sometimes even 
sudden and impulsive act of sin, they cast out of their hearts something which 
annoys them, and threatens to interfere with their plan of enjoyment. These are 
they who have made up their minds to get on in life, and they refuse to let 
anything interfere with the realization of this desire. 
 

The Light-Minded and Careless. These could receive the Word, because that 
merely implies the capacity of being acted upon by powerful representations of 
the truth; but, being without energy of their own to take hold of the Word and 
extract its powers, they soon fall away. 
 

The Worldly. These are not light-minded people altogether; they are serious 
regarding this world, calculating, exercising forecast, attentive, persevering; but 
it is solely in relation to this world that they maintain this gravity and 
seriousness. They do not give a place in their thoughts to another world. What a 
common mistake with regard to religion this is! Our Lord says, “You cannot serve 
God and mammon;” and yet it would almost appear as if one-half of mankind has 
determined to prove Him a liar, and to show that that is possible which He 
declared was not. 
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Opposed to all these is the treatment given to the word by the honest and 
good heart. This heart is faithful to God; it knows the excellence of religion; it is 
able to count the cost, and make the sacrifice which is necessary for the great 
end in view. Have we this? 
 

Questions for review, discussion, study and reflection 
1. Which service did you attend this past Sunday? How would you recap 

Sunday’s? What was the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
2. How does this week’s theme deepen your understanding of God’s kingdom? 

Read Matthew 6:10 
3. What’s your understanding of the coming of God’s kingdom in relation to 

different types of soil mentioned in Mark 4:3-20 
4. What’s your description of a good soil in relation to the growth of the 

kingdom 
5. Imagine yourself listening to Jesus telling this parable. What would your first 

reaction be? 
6. The passage speaks of the seed which fell along the path, rocky places, 

among the thorns and good soil. Take time to discuss these different types 
of soils. 

7. What have you observed about the role of the soil in relation to a plant’s 
ability to thrive? 

8. Read verse 20 and discuss the message it has  for us as the Church 
9. How can I make myself into more fertile soil? (i.e. How can I better prepare 

myself to receive the Word of God?) 
10. How can I help others to become more fertile soil 

 
Works: 
Consider and practice one thing you can do during the week to better prepare 
yourself to receive God’s Word in the future. 
 
Close in Prayer. 
 

Daily readings for Week 1 
 

Mon 14th Matthew 6:1-10 – The kingdom of God is God’s first primeval thought 
Tues 15th Jonah 1 – What is your call in life?  
Wed 16th Isaiah 55:1-6 – God eager for sinners 
Thurs 17th Luke 13:18-21 – Growth and triumphant state of the gospel kingdom   
Fri 18th Luke 2:25-35, 52 – Readiness for God’s will 
Sat 19th Matthew 19:13-19 – The children for Christ 

 



5 
 

Sunday 20th October 2019 The grace of the kingdom – 1 
 

Scripture Readings;  Luke 7:36-50  Jonah 4 
    Ephesians 2:8-9  Isaiah 6:1-7 
 

The rewards of the kingdom are not to be measured by men’s deserts but by 
God’s goodness 
 

It is to this individual that our attention is in the first place to be directed. Her 
name is not given, but only her character. This poor sinner had very different 
reasons from those of the Pharisee for wishing to see Jesus. The recent miracle 
of restoring to life the widow of Nain’s son, (Luke 7:11-17) had produced, in 
regard to its author, a deep and general impression. There came,” we are told, “a 
fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, that a great prophet is risen up among 
us, and that God hath visited His people.  
Everything in Scripture is addressed to character. Oh, how true is that statement 
of the Apostle Paul, when he declared that “Jesus Christ came into the world to 
save sinners, of whom I am chief.” Witness the record given in the Word of God 
of a variety of prominent characters who have been the recipients of the grace of 
God. Go back to old father Abraham; an idolator amongst the Chaldeans, yet the 
grace of God found him, and brought him out, and distinguished him. Mark the 
character of Jacob. I cannot admire it, except in that which grace did for him. He 
was a deceitful, supplanting young man; and who would not censure him for the 
conduct he pursued in obtaining the blessing.  
Back to the Luke passage: Think for a moment, here, of the display of 
discriminating grace. Simon might look upon her to hate, but Jesus looked upon 
her to manifest that the distinguishing grace which He is accustomed to exercise 
in the most sovereign manner had reached her heart; and thus, in Simon’s own 
house, the discriminating grace of God was exhibited to take the sinner and to 
leave the Pharisee. 
 

There are three distinct kinds of grace: 
 Prevenient grace: God at work before we know it. 

 Justifying grace: By grace we are forgiven. 

 Sanctifying grace: God’s power over sin. 
 
It is by grace that we are saved- Ephesians 2:8-9 
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Think about this 
1. Her name is not given, but only her character. What does this say about 

how sinners were treated? 
2. Here we have a great sinner and a great Saviour: How is this helpful for 

sinners today? 
3. We are saved by hope.” If the words of Christ had not been full of hope 

for a person in her sad condition, she would not have listened to Him so 
as to be attracted to Him.  

 

Points to discuss: 
1. How does it make you feel to know that you are saved by grace, and not 

by anything that you have done? 
2. If you feel comfortable, share with the group one area in your life where 

God’s grace radically transformed you. 
 

Works: 
Spend time in prayer this week and ask God to show you which parts of your life 
still need to be transformed by His grace and forgiveness. 
 

Daily readings for Week 2 
Mon 21st Luke 7:11-17 – God’s grace for his children far greater than man’s 
Tues 22nd Luke 15:11-27 – God’s treatment of the penitent 
Wed 23rd Jonah 4 – Great cities; or our fellow-creatures 
Thurs 24th Genesis 32:22-28 – God is in this crisis from first to last 
Fri 25th Isaiah 6:1-7 – Realising God 
Sat 26th Ephesians 2:8-9 – Saved by grace through faith in Christ 

 





Sunday 27th October 2019 The grace of the Kingdom – 2 
 

Scripture Reading:  Matthew 20:1-16 
 

Welcome 
 

Worship 
 

Word 
Read Matthew 20:1-16, then consider the following: 
 

This story is on the face of it improbable. It is unusual for an employer to give as 
much remuneration to those who have wrought one hour as to those who have 
wrought nine or twelve. The householder was a peculiar character, and had his 
own way of doing things, and did not care how people regarded him. He must be 
such a one if he is to represent God and His dealing with men. “My thoughts are 
not your thoughts,” etc. God’s kingdom is not of this world.  
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The act of the householder seems to be unjust. Some think that the latecomers 
did as-much work in one hour as the others in nine; others that the late-comers 
were paid with a brass denarius, the others with a silver one, or with a gold one; 
so they say one heaven for all, yet of varied glory. But if the early workers had a 
gold denarius they would not have complained. We have to admit the inequality 
of the treatment; it is explained by the spirit of the workers, of which earthly 
employers take no thought. The grumbling workers are to be taken as the 
impersonations of an evil principle that often exists in Christian hearts; they 
correspond to the elder brother in the parable.  
Jesus seems to tell us thus, that we have forfeited our claim. That we must 
labour on in faith, and hope, and confiding trust, making no bargains, as it were, 
with Him, looking for nothing again, but what He of His free bounty will give us. 
He will give us, not what we could dare to ask or think, but “what is right;” not” 
right “ with regard to us, or any poor claims of ours, but right in His sight whose 
mercy is over his people. He gives us out of the largeness of His love; not what is 
“right “for us, but for Him. He who gave up that which was His right by nature, 
and emptied Himself, that, what is His right, we might receive. This is our very 
hope, and trust, and gladness in our toil, that we labour, not with any calculating 
spirit, or to set up for ourselves any claim with God. The reward of grace is 
infinite. 
 

Points to ponder: 
 The depiction of God’s grace in this parable is quite extraordinary. It seems 

unfair and unjust that the same wage be paid to all the workers regardless 
of the number of hours worked. In what way does this challenge you as you 
consider both your own journey and that of those around you?  

 The landlord clearly represents God.  How do his values as seen in the 
parable conflict with society’s values? 

 What can we learn from God’s generosity as shown in the parable? 
 

Works 
Carefully consider how you may extend the same grace that God has shown you 
to those around you on a daily basis. Try to share God’s generosity, kindness and 
compassion with at least one person you come into contact with this week.  
 

Daily readings for Week 3 
Mon 28th Matthew 20:1-16 – God’s sovereign grace 
Tues 29th Acts 9:1-15 – A chosen vessel 
Wed 30th Titus 2:11-13 – The grace of God that brings salvation 
Thurs 31st 1 John 3:14-22 – Passing from death to life by love 
Fri 1st Luke 15:25-32 – There is room for all 
Sat 2nd 2 Timothy 1:1-9 – Life shaped by the will of God 
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Sunday 3rd November 2019 Men and women of the kingdom – 1 
 

Scripture Readings:  Luke 14:28-33  Joshua 24:14-16 
 

The Meaning of true discipleship – Christ wants no half-way Christians 
 

Welcome 
 

Worship 
Read Psalm 25:1-7 and pray together. 
 

Word 
Read Luke 14:25-33, then consider the following: 
 

A tower is no small building, but a noble structure; and so is the believer’s 
spiritual building. 
Infinite wisdom is the contriver of it. The Lord Jesus Christ is the foundation of it. 
It is a noble building, or a famous tower, because the design of it is to preserve 
the soul from all its enemies, and from all dangers whatsoever, to eternal life. 
This spiritual building may be called a tower, because a Christian is a soldier, and 
this building is to be his fortress; and if he builds on Christ, or rightly upon the 
only foundation, he need not fear all the gunshot of Satan, sin, the flesh, and the 
world, though he must expect to be battered severely by these enemies. It may 
be called a tower, because the Christian builds for another world. He must 
gradually proceed until he reaches heaven. 
 

The Christian builder — Our Lord on purpose mentioned a tower rather than 
any other building, perhaps to signify that the top of our spiritual building must 
reach to heaven, or otherwise it will be vain to build. A Christian, then, is a man 
that builds a tower, a noble building, not a cottage, and therefore should count 
the cost. The Lord Jesus Christ is the foundation of it. 
 

Importance of consideration— Nelaton, the great French surgeon, once said 
that if he had four minutes in which to perform an operation on which a life 
depended, he would take one minute to consider how best to do it. 
 

The religious life exceeds human resource — He is not, in our Lord’s 
estimation, the true spiritual builder, such as will bring his work to a successful 
end, who, counting the cost, finds that he has enough, as he supposes to finish 
the building which he has begun; but the wise and happy builder is he who 
counts and discovers that he has not enough, that the work far exceeds any 
resources at his command, and who thereupon forsakes all that he has, all vain 
imagination of a spiritual wealth of his own; and therefore proceeds to build, not 
at his own charges at all, but altogether at the charges of God, waiting upon Him 
day by day for new supplies of strength 
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Wisdom suggests that we should count the cost. – If you do not count the 
cost, you will not be able to carry out your resolves. It is a great building, a great 
war. Faith and repentance are a lifework. As builders of a spiritual house, are you 
incurring a new and a serious outlay; are you prepared to face it? As warriors on 
a spiritual campaign, you are challenging new and uncompromising enemies; are 
you able to confront them? 
 

Points to ponder and discuss: 
1. Christ requires us to forsake the world and the things of the world. 
2. Christ requires us to exercise self-denial, and to bear the cross daily. 
3. Jesus Christ requires us to forsake our own relatives, whenever they would 

hinder us from following Him. 
4. Jesus Christ requires you to forsake even life itself rather than renounce Him 

and His cause 
 

Daily readings for Week 4 
Mon 4th Luke 14:28-33 – Counting the cost 
Tues 5th Psalm 25:1-7 – Things to remember and to forget 
Wed 6th Joshua 24:14-16 – The reasonableness of serving God 
Thurs 7th Genesis 20:1-5 – God orders our journeys 
Fri 8th Matthew 27:1-8 – Separation from human companionship 
Sat 9th Matthew 16:21-28 – Self-denial 

 





 

Sunday 10th November 2019    Men and women of the kingdom – 2 
 

Scripture Readings:  Matthew 13:44-46  1 Peter 1:4 
 

How precious is a place in God’s kingdom! Is not such blessedness worthy of any 
sacrifice 
 

Welcome 
 

Worship 
Read 1 Peter 1:4 and pray together. 
 

Word 
Read Matthew 13:44-46, then consider the following 
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The Holy Scriptures contain an inestimable treasure — wisdom, grace, 
comfort, joy. – Many are not aware of this. They are like some landowners, 
who can watch with delight the growth of grass, corn, and flowers in their fields, 
but who lose sight of the precious ore beneath the surface. Can cull a bouquet of 
flowers — the poetry, history, and imagery — but lack the tools (repentance, 
faith, hope) for delving to the rich mineral beneath. This treasure can only be 
discovered by careful search. 
 

The discovery of this hid treasure should fill the believer with gladness — the 
Ethiopian Eunuch “went on his way rejoicing.” (Acts 8:39) 
 

Having discovered the excellency of Divine things, we should be ready to 
renounce such pleasures and habits as hinder their attainment. Moses gave up 
the attractions of the Egyptian court, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God. So now the true convert will give up worldly vanities, unfair 
dealing, uncharitableness, insincerity, and will learn to crucify the flesh with its 
affections and lusts. 
 

There are certain estimates of the kingdom of God, and certain things that are 
done in relation to it, which both parables agree in representing. The first and 
most prominent is that both parables represent the gospel as a very precious 
thing, and as commending itself to men as a very precious thing. The parables 
agree further in their representation of the earnestness and determination with 
which the precious treasure of the gospel is secured. 
But now they broadly diverge and teach important lessons concerning the 
diversities of the christian life. 
The first point of difference is the way in which the riches of the kingdom are 
discovered. The treasure-finder stumbles upon his prize unexpectedly; the pearl-
merchant finds his in earnest search. This is not the representation of a careless, 
unspiritual man, who does not so much find the gospel as he is found by it; but of 
a man whose desires and efforts are right, but who does not all at once find the 
thing that he wishes. The pearl seeker seeks with determination.  
 

Points to ponder: 
1. In this parable, Jesus likens the kingdom of heaven to a buried treasure that 

is of infinite worth. Have you ever found something so precious to you that 
you would have given your whole world for it? What was it? Would you be 
willing to give it up for God? 

2. Discipleship is costly. If you feel comfortable, share with the group one thing 
you had to give up when you chose to follow Christ. 

3. How is the Kingdom of God the true source of real joy for you? 
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Daily readings for Week 5 
Mon 11th Matthew 13:44-46 – The kingdom of heaven 
Tues 12th 1 Peter 1:1-11 – Commissioned by Christ 
Wed 13th Acts 8:27-39 – Worker and seeker 
Thurs 14th Job 28:1-18 – The fear of the Lord is man’s one and only wisdom 
Fri 15th Revelation 3:18-22 – True zeal is of course 'zeal for God' 
     and for good 
Sat 16th Colossians 2:1-7 – The hidden treasures of wisdom in Christ 

 





 

Sunday 17th November 2019    The crisis of the Kingdom: Are you ready? 
 

Scripture Readings:  Matthew 25:1-13 Isaiah 25:6-10 
 

All people need to be saved 
 

Welcome 
 

Worship 
Read Isaiah 25:6-10 and pray together. 
 

Word 
Read Matthew 25:1-13, then consider the following: 
 

We have here two characters contrasted. “Five were wise and five were foolish.” 
That we may define the difference between them, it is needful that we have a 
clear conception of the things in which they were alike. 
 

1. They all had some knowledge of, and regard for, the bridegroom, and 
desired to honour him by going forth to meet him as he led home his bride. 

2. They all had lamps which at the moment were burning. 
3.  That while the bridegroom tarried they all slumbered and slept. Not until 

his coming was announced did the difference between them develop itself. 
In all outward things the wise and foolish virgins were alike; the difference 
between them was internal. 
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 “For the foolish virgins had a real regard for the bridegroom; they had gone far 
to meet him, and were disappointed at their exclusion. There was genuineness 
about them as far as they went; only they did not go far enough”  
What lesson can we learn from this statement? 
 

I regard the foolish virgins as those who have had some feelings of attachment to 
Christ, and certain impulses Christward to which they yielded at the time; but 
they were not constant. Their emotion was a real thing, and when they were 
acting upon it you could not call them hypocrites; but it was not the right thing. 
They were animated by impulse, not principle. Their religion did not go down to 
the lowest depths of their nature; it was a thing on the surface. Their seed fell 
“upon rocky ground where it had not much earth,” 
They commenced to build a tower, but without counting the cost. 
 

1. The image of Christ in the parable is that of a bridegroom who loves us 
dearly. What does that mean for you? 

2. This love of Christ shines on us and surrounds us. Are you aware of God’s 
love shining on you and surrounding you in your daily life? What does that 
look like? 

3. We are to trust His love and stay in the light. 
4. Wait for Him, don’t give up hope. Living in the uncertainty of our context 

here in South Africa, how do you keep hope alive in your daily life? 
 

Daily readings for Week 6 
Mon 18th Matthew 25:1-13 – Character is revealed by crisis 
Tues 19th Isaiah 25:6-10 – Waiting for God in times of darkness 
Wed 20th Zachariah 14:1-21 – God in relation to a suffering world 
Thurs 21st 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 – Christ’s resurrection and ours 
Fri 22nd Amos 5:4-11 – The search which ends in life,  
    and the search which ends in ruin 
Sat 23rd Matthew 25:14-30 – Human responsibility 

 

 


