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INTRODUCTION 
 
Why Jesus? Why is Jesus important? How important is he? What makes 
him so special? What does Jesus offer the world?  
 
Knowing the full answers to these questions is of vital importance to your 
own life. Nothing is more important! Are you able to answer these 
questions fully? What are you missing out?  
 
Knowing the answers would also motivate you to join his movement in 
society (this is normally called ‘entering the Kingdom’). The world would 
be blessed if you would do this. 
 
Knowing the answers would also persuade you to invite people to church 
– or talk to them about Jesus. Do you think that is important? It gets back 
to the question: Why Jesus? 
 
In this journey you will be visiting all the main headlines of what makes 
Jesus so important. This will give you an excellent overview – which you 
can use at a later stage to explore some of the aspects in greater depth. 
 
This series is based on my book Missing Jesus? Finding the Shepherd we 
Lost. Copies of the book are available on Sundays at the information desk 
and also during the week at the office.  
 
I really pray that this booklet will be a useful tool to inspire you about 
Jesus and draw you into a closer relationship with him. I also hope that 
your convictions will motivate you to bring people to our church so that 
they can also be in a relationship with Jesus.  
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1st March  

Community 
 

God's intention in creation was, and still is, community. 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 8  
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1. Read Genesis 1:1-2.3 and answer the following questions: 

i. What does this passage say about God? What are the 
characteristics of God revealed here?  

ii. Why did God create? What purpose do different aspects of 
creation have? 

iii. What does this passage say about humans? What is our purpose?  
iv. What does this passage say about the relationship between God 

and humans? What is that relationship meant to look like? 
v. What can we learn from this that might be helpful to us in the 

future?  
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
What a beautiful plan – friendship with God, each other, creation and 
myself. Throughout this journey I will refer to these four relationships 
as the ‘four relationships of life’ – namely, our relationship with God, 
our relationship with each other, our relationship with our 
environment and our relationship with ourselves.  
 

It is important to also appreciate that we owe God our allegiance 
because God has created us. We will have freedom to rebel if we 
wish, but that would be a violation of what we owe God. This is an 
important point to remember, especially later when we focus on 
Jesus who teaches that God reigns and that we owe God our 
allegiance.  
 

Indeed creation does not start with a problem, it starts with a 
foundational oneness, goodness and blessedness. Our Bibles do not 
open with original sin but with original blessing! God does not start 
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the story of life with a problem, with a negative, with a crisis – rather 
God starts with a success, a blessing, an uninterrupted union. God 
would not have declared it good if it were not so. 
 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. What are the four relationships of life? 
b. Can you think of any aspect of life excluded from the four 

relationships of life? 
c. How do you feel about talking about our relationship with God as 

a friendship? 
d. Name someone who seems to most enjoy harmony in all four of 

the relationships of life? How do they manage to live that way? 
What impact does it have on the people around them?  

e. Do I sense God calling me to something specific? 
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8th March 

Division 
 

Sin divides. 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 51 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1. Read Genesis 3:1-13 and answer the following questions: 

a. What is the overall impression you get from this passage about 
the causes of sin?  

b. What are the consequences of sin? 
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
As humans we would be wise to face how Genesis 3 (as a whole) 
reveals us humans and our sin to be the problem in the world. We 
have sown sin and reaped a whirlwind of division.   
 

In ways that cut us to the heart we have been shown in Genesis 3 
what sin is and that the effects of sin are alienation, division, 
disharmony, distance and the wrecking of the community that God 
had created. This alienation, division, disharmony and distance would 
lead to more sin, resulting in deeper alienation, division, disharmony 
and distance and so it would go on. Brian Gaybba summed it up so 
well – ‘Sin divides and (if left unchallenged) destroys all that it 
divides.’ 
 

We were each born with original sin. This does not mean that we 
were born guilty; it means that we were born into a broken 
relationship with God. This broken relationship is not God’s 
ungracious judgement on us but is the consequence of the sin of the 
world we are born into. We are all born into this broken relationship 
and are all in need of reconciliation with God. This would apply to 
‘good’ people and ‘bad’ people. Original sin also means that personal 
sin is inevitable for each of us. Original sin is, as I shall show, both 
corporate and personal, both resulting in actual sinning in each of the 
four relationships of life. 
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4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. What examples would you give, from your own personal 

experience, of alienation in the four relationships of life today? 
What is your experience of alienation in the four relationships?  

b. Someone says to you – ‘I cannot be held responsible for sin in my 
life because it is not my fault that I was born into a fallen world.’ 
What would you say to them? 

c. In what areas of your life do you disobey God’s will? What are 
you going to do about it? 
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15th March  

Who is Jesus of Nazareth? 
 

God the Word became human as Jesus of Nazareth. 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 23 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1.  Read John 1:1-18 and answer the following questions: 

i. What did this passage mean for the people who first read it? 
What was the impact on them? What questions did it raise? 
What would have been difficult for them? What was good news 
for them? 

ii. What does this passage mean for us today?  
iii. What does this passage mean for you now?  

 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
In the first part, John 1.1-13, we see that John is absolutely clear, 
emphatic and thorough in asserting the divinity of Jesus. I would 
summarise this part as follows: John starts by identifying which 
person in the Trinity Jesus is, namely the Word, that the Word was 
always part of God, i.e. that there never was a time when he was not. 
That creation was without exception made 'through' him, and 
because of this he is its 'light'. It is important for us to believe in Jesus 
as God, and through that living belief we become children of God.  
 

Essentially what John and the other New Testament writers were 
convinced of was that Jesus was from God and part of God in such a 
special way that he needed to be viewed as divine. Their writings 
show that many of the people who heard Jesus preach, experienced 
his healing and enjoyed his friendship believed him to be of God and 
part of God in the profoundest way possible.  
 

In the second part of the passage that forms our framework for this 
chapter, John asserts the humanity of Jesus. I would summarise John 
1.14-18 as follows: The moment in history had just happened when 
the second person in the Trinity, the Word, became human flesh. The 
Jewish covenant of law was succeeded by the grace received in this 
incredible act of God himself becoming human. John mentions the 
name Jesus for the first time and then says that we can only know 
God through Jesus. 
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It is important to now ask: What was the foundation for the belief in 
Jesus’ humanity? Jesus – a man of history recorded in the New 
Testament: One aspect of the foundation is found in the books of the 
New Testament. In the first sermons about Jesus, Peter makes it clear 
that he and the disciples were eyewitnesses to the events, ‘We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.’ (Acts 
10.39. Peter asserts this again in 1 Peter 5.1 and in 2 Peter 1.16) 
 

The search for historically reliable information about Jesus is called 
‘The Quest for the Historical Jesus’. In this research there are a variety 
of things researchers look for in the literature to decide which can be 
trusted to give us true information about Jesus. The Gospels, and the 
rest of the New Testament, emerge from these tests as literature we 
can trust.  
 

In my research I read one of the most recent and thorough volumes 
in the quest for the historical Jesus – namely Craig S. Keener’s 
comprehensive The Historical Jesus of the Gospels. Like him, I am 
confident in following a maximalist approach to accepting 
information about Jesus from the Gospels. In other words, we can 
rely on the historical accuracy of most of what we read in the 
Gospels. 
 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. Respond to the following statement: ‘God became human in 

Jesus to give the world a special message. We must pay close 
attention to what he said and did.’  

i. Do you agree?  
ii. Are Christians in general paying close attention to what Jesus 

said and did?  
iii. Jesus liked to ask ‘Who do you say that I am?’ (Luke 9:20). If 

your answer has not included a personal entrusting of 
yourself to Jesus as the Messiah and Son of God then I invite 
you to pray the following prayer now, or during the week:  

 

Dear Jesus, I hear you knocking at the door of my life to come in and be my 
Lord and Saviour. 
I now open the door and invite you in.  
Please forgive me for my sins that separate me from you. 
I want to be in a good relationship with you. 
I trust you now. 
Through you, Lord Jesus, I want to die to sin and be born again to a new 
life with you.  
I pray this prayer in the powerful name of Jesus, Amen. 
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22nd March 

Jesus' Birth and Ministry 
 

Restoration: Jesus’ birth, life and ministry re-establish the state of 
community that was lost in the fall. 

 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 2 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1.  Read Matthew 1.18-25 and answer the following questions: 

i. What impact did this story have on those who first heard it or 
read it? 

ii. What do you find meaningful in the passage.  
iii. What do the words ‘God is with us’ mean to you? 
iv. What do the words ‘God is with us’ mean to the world? 

 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
Life changed as a result of the person Jesus of Nazareth. The world 
was a different place after his short life. What were some of the 
things that changed? Jesus succeeded in changing for the good the 
fundamental balances of power in the battle between good and evil. 
Jesus gave to the world a new picture of God: the profound yet 
shocking revelation of God as self-sacrificial love. The tide of 
humanity’s relationship with God turned and an era of reconciliation 
and growing closeness was started. The remarkable, and of course 
essential, feature of this turning tide was its inclusiveness of all 
peoples of every tribe, race and nation. Thereby good community life 
was achieved amongst many previously divided people. A spirit of 
entrapment was lifted from humanity and things that had been rare 
became abundant – especially transformation of people and healing. 
Understanding of true power shifted from domination to 
servanthood. A whole new consciousness of God’s reign was born 
and this consciousness brought remarkable change to people, 
communities and even nations and cultures. Jesus’ gift to the world 
was much more than a new religion and a fresh start to the calendar!  
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The birth, life and ministry of Jesus continue to have a profound 
effect on our lives. What he achieved then is an achievement for all 
time. I hope this is clear to you. Ever since Jesus was born, God 
became physically part of humanity’s world and in so doing overcame 
the division between God and humanity that had begun with sin. In 
his ministry Jesus re-established friendship in the four relationships of 
life, showing and teaching the way of love and obedience. 
 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. Re-read the paragraph above that begins: ‘Life changed as a 

result of the person …..’ I describe some of the ways in which 
reality has changed because of Jesus. What would you add to the 
list of changes Jesus has brought?  

b. If someone were to say to you: ‘God sent his Son to the world to 
die for our sins’, what would you like to say to this person? 

i. What do Christians lose out on if they only focus on Jesus’ 
death? Try and make a list.  

ii. Is there any act of service you could offer someone you 
know? 
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29th March 

The Kingdom consciousness movement 
 

Good news: The reign of God has arrived and you are invited 
 to change your whole life according to that great news. 

 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 148 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1.  Read Mark 1.14-15;  Matthew 4.12-17; Luke 4.14-15 and answer the 

following questions:  
a. Why do you think Jesus’ message was called the good news of 

God?  
b. What do you think people experienced as particularly ‘good’ in 

the news?  
c. What does this moment tell us about God and his relationship 

with the world?  
d. Is a call to repentance good news too? 
e. What would be good news for society today? 
f. What good news would you like to hear from God? 
g. What does it mean to ‘believe’ in the good news?  

 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.’ (Mark 1.15) 
 

Jesus started his ministry with these very important words. The term 
‘Kingdom of God’ referred to the Jewish expectation of the Reign of 
God on earth after the arrival of the Messiah. Jesus’ announcement 
that the Kingdom of God is ‘near’ is also often translated as ‘at hand’ 
and the idea conveyed is that God’s reign has begun and you may 
become part of it. A simple example is if you ask someone: ‘Please 
hand me that book’ and they hold it out to you: the book is ‘near’ and 
‘at hand’ and you can take hold of it and accept it.  
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In essence the astonishing good news Jesus is proclaiming is: ‘I have 
brought the Kingdom of God and you are invited to change your 
whole life according to that great news.’ I will quite often refer to ‘the 
Kingdom Consciousness Movement’ and ‘the Reign of God’, rather 
than the ‘Kingdom of God’. I do this because I believe it helps us to 
realise that God’s reign in our lives is more important than any other 
kingdom (country, allegiance) we may belong to. This is a new 
consciousness with which to live.  
 

It is very important that we don’t have an ‘other-worldly’ idea about 
God’s reign. It is something that has started in this world and it is our 
calling to live according to that reign. Living according to God’s reign 
has spiritual, social, political, relational and cognitive implications and 
thus calls for a whole new consciousness in living.  
 

In these chapters about ‘The Kingdom Consciousness Movement’ we 
see that Jesus was the One through whom the Kingdom of God came 
to this world. We will also see that He was true to God’s Reign in the 
world of His day and how in so doing He became life and hope for the 
world then and now. As we find and follow this Shepherd we 
experience the incredible blessing of the life that Jesus offers the 
world. God’s Reign continues to be ‘at hand’ for all who will repent.  

 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. Do you know the teachings of Jesus well? Can you summarise 

and systematise them? Are you able to give an overview of the 
teachings to someone who may ask? If you are not able to 
answer these questions informatively then ask yourself ‘How is it 
that I cannot answer?’, ‘What have I neglected to do in my 
Christian journey?’ ‘Do I think I should be able to answer, or is it 
only some people who need to know this information, and I am 
not one of those people?’  

b. Do you ‘follow’ Jesus? What difference does that make to your 
life? 
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5th April 

Cantata 
 

You are encouraged to attend Holy Week services. 
 
10th April - Good Friday & 
12th April Easter Sunday 

Jesus’ death and resurrection 
 

Sealed: Jesus’ death and resurrection seals the state of  
community that was restored in his birth, life and ministry. 

 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 22 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1.  Read Luke 20.9-19 and answer the following questions: 

a. This passage helps us understand why Jesus was killed. What 
explanation does this passage give? Can you explain it in your 
own words? 

b. How is this different from your usual view?  
c. What does this passage tell us about God? 
d. What would have been an honouring response from the tenants? 

How could this same God-honouring response have been given 
to Jesus? What would be a God-honouring response today? 
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
The reality of friendship (communion, union, reconciliation) with God 
that Jesus established in his birth and ministry is not a theological 
interpretation of Jesus’ ministry that was noticed after the event. On 
the contrary, the religious authorities noticed it as it was happening 
and opposed it in increasingly determined ways. The religious leaders 
noticed Jesus’ own friendship with sinners and how he offered God’s 
friendship to them and they were appalled and judged it to be 
blasphemy.  
 

Jesus was not left to carry on his ministry unhindered but faced 
increasingly hostile opposition. His response to this opposition was 
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crucial, for it would either make or break the friendship that he had 
established. If Jesus turned his back on the sinners then the 
friendship he had established would be broken. If Jesus persisted in 
his friendship, even at the cost of his life, then that friendship would 
be sealed. 
 

This opposition to Jesus became so fierce that death was inevitable if 
he continued with his ministry. For Jesus this meant making a choice, 
to either die for God’s love for all humanity, or compromise this love 
and save his own life. Jesus’ response was to be faithful to his love, 
God’s love, for all. He chose to be faithful and bear the consequences 
of that faithfulness. Jesus chose to continue with his ministry of love 
expressed in his friendships, teaching and healings, in spite of 
opposition. Someone coined a phrase that sums up Jesus’ attitude 
towards his opponents – ‘You can take my life but you can’t take my 
love!’ Nothing could cause him to let go or betray his love, God’s love, 
for people. Jesus came to view his inevitable death as the price he 
had to pay for his love of humanity. 
 

Because Jesus never broke community with us, that community 
between God and humanity is sealed forever. The saving significance 
of Jesus’ death is that he endured it as the price for being true to his 
love for sinful humanity. He died in order to preserve the unity with 
sinful humanity that he established with his incarnation and lived out 
in his life. His death therefore saved that unity forever.  
 

Because of the real power of loving service, a beautiful discovery is 
made on the third day after his death. The followers of Jesus discover 
that the force of Jesus’ love is so strong that not even death could 
maintain a hold on him. A loving life rose victorious over a hateful 
execution. Like a buried seed sprouting to life, Jesus burst forth very 
much alive from the tomb. The followers of Jesus found him absent 
from the tomb and then encountered him alive and well and 
ministering again! 
 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a) What does Jesus’ death mean to you? Has this meaning changed 

over time? Answer these questions from a personal perspective.  
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19th April 
What Jesus Practised 

 

Jesus’ ministry: Jesus’ ministry was characterised by compassion, faith and 
forgiveness – all of which were transformative for those who received. 

 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 146 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1.  Read Matthew 9:9-13 and answer the following questions: 

a. Why do you think Matthew responded so immediately to the call 
of Jesus? 

b. How did sinners experience Jesus then? How did Jesus relate to 
them? 

c. How do sinners experience Christians today? How do we relate 
to them? 

d. What did Jesus do to be experienced as a compassionate person? 
Try and make a list.  
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
Jesus’ ministry was characterised by a passionate attention to those 
that suffer. Broadly speaking, these were the poor and the sinners. 
When we use the word ‘compassion’, we must understand it as Jesus 
lived it. Jesus was personally and deeply moved to act in a loving way 
towards those who suffered. There was nothing mechanical, 
functional or legalistic about his loving deeds (i.e. he was not doing it 
because it was a commandment). His loving deeds were a direct 
result of his heart genuinely going out to those who suffer. Jesus was 
deeply moved to act. This is made clear when we note the Greek verb 
splagchnizomai, which is translated into English as ‘compassion’. This 
word literally means ‘to be moved as to one’s bowels’ and the root of 
the word is the same as the word for bowels. This word makes clear 
that Jesus was personally and deeply moved by people’s needs and 
plight. Jesus was completely in touch with how love is something that 
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arises from his intestines, bowels, entrails and heart. In modern terms 
we speak of a ‘gut reaction’. 
 

Jesus inspired powerful faith. Faith was something people caught 
from Jesus. Those who had contact with Jesus, spoke to him, watched 
him minister and go about life, in most instances experienced faith 
coming to life within themselves. Sometimes this happened with only 
a small amount of contact. People ‘caught’ faith from Jesus like 
catching an infection – except this was a healing and life-giving 
infection!  
 

People who encountered Jesus received two gifts from him. The first 
was the gift of faith mentioned in the previous section. The second 
was his way of accepting people as they were, even in their 
sinfulness, which essentially meant that a person received the gift of 
a new start to their lives. 
 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. How do we become compassionate / remain compassionate in a 

society that struggles with a high crime rate? What practices 
might help us?  

b. Which suffering person / group does Jesus want you to love in a 
personal way? What are you going to do about this?  

c. Prayer preparation for Pentecost and Holy Spirit Weekend 
begins: Jesus told the disciples to wait for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. Pentecost is on 31st May. The Holy Spirit Weekend is from 
5th to 7th June. In this weekend we will hopefully have a large 
gathering of Trinity folk to seek and experience the Holy Spirit 
our lives. How can I wait on the Holy Spirit? What is Jesus’ Spirit 
making me aware of? What area of my life needs healing? What 
area of my life needs repentance? How do I prepare the way for 
the coming of the Spirit? What expectations will the Spirit 
awaken in me?   
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26th April 

The Kingdom has come!  
Jesus teaches Kingdom consciousness 

 

Jesus’ teaching: Submitting to God’s reign is a life-giving choice and 
involves a transformation of consciousness and behaviour. 

 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 119:1-8 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1.  Read Matthew 7.21-29 and answer the following questions: 

a. Verses 21-23 seem very definite. Why do you think Jesus was so 
uncompromising then?  

b. Who are people today who say ‘Lord, Lord’ but actually do not 
belong to Jesus? 

c. Is your house built on Jesus if you believe in Jesus? If not, what 
more is needed? Pay close attention to what Jesus says here. 

d. What do you think needs to change in your life in order to be 
more true to this teaching? 
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
Throughout his ministry Jesus did a lot of teaching about what it 
meant to live according to God’s reign. There was a lot of deep 
content to his teaching. His teaching was clearly aimed at getting the 
listeners to grasp that living according to God’s reign was different 
from the way in which they had lived until then. Repentance of a 
previous way of life, and turning to God and his way was the keynote 
of Jesus’ teaching. Jesus also made it clear that responding faithfully 
to his teaching was a matter of life and death.  
 

The term ‘Kingdom of God’ referred to the Jewish expectation of the 
reign of God on earth after the arrival of the Messiah. Jesus’ 
announcement that the Kingdom of God is near (at hand), is 
astonishing. He is saying, ‘The Reign of God has arrived and you are 
invited to change your life according to that great news.’ When Jesus 
spoke of the Kingdom of God his language was charged with urgent 
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political, religious, social, economic and cultural electricity. Our terms 
for the Kingdom of God must therefore try and capture the vitality 
and significance that the term ‘Kingdom’ had in Jesus’ day. To help us 
we could use modern terms like ‘The Global super-power of God’, or 
‘The Global revolution of God’.  
 

It is also valuable to say that Jesus set about establishing a ‘Kingdom 
Consciousness Movement’. A Consciousness Movement is a 
movement in which the people embrace a new consciousness for 
their lives. They have realised that the consciousness with which they 
live is not life-giving enough and that it is healthier and more 
appropriate to live with a new consciousness. The shift to a new 
consciousness is normally led by a leader or leaders of the 
movement.  
 

The Reign of God, as Jesus proclaimed it, is a term that encompasses 
a new way of thinking and a new way of behaving. It is a new way of 
thinking in that it is a new consciousness, a new way of thinking about 
life, self, God, others and creation. It is also a new way of behaving in 
that it is a new way of acting and reacting. It is the way of radical love. 
Jesus still draws us to his way through the continued impact of his 
being and through our putting his teachings into practice. We grow 
through a continual cognitive and behavioural response to Jesus.  

 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. What do you find helpful about this perspective that Jesus’ 

teachings on the Kingdom can best be understood as the 
formation of a ‘Kingdom Consciousness Movement’? 

b. When we are honest we admit that we really do struggle to allow 
God to be God. By this we mean that we struggle to give God our 
highest and ultimate loyalty. Do you want to follow Jesus’ 
teaching? What needs to change in your life for you to truly have 
God as your highest and truest devotion?  

c. Do I sense God calling me to something specific? 
d. What is happening within you as you spend time waiting on 

Jesus’ Spirit in preparation for Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 
weekend? Are you responding to these promptings? Are you in 
conversation with God about this?  
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3rd May 

Jesus valued sharing and not greed 
 

Exploring Jesus’ Teaching about Money and Possessions 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 50 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1. Read Mark 10.17-31 

a. What would you feel if you were that man and Jesus said this to 
you? 

b. What do you think is the meaning of verse 21? 
c. What does the saying in verse 25 mean? 
d. Reflect on verse 27. How might God’s presence and power help a 

person to share their money and possessions? 
e. Imagine you are a preacher who has been assigned this passage 

for a Sunday sermon. What is the good news proclamation in this 
passage? What would your three points be? 

f. What does this passage challenge in your life? Will you personally 
open yourself to the presence and power of God? How will you 
do this? 
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
Jesus’ teaching on money and possessions are generally regarded as 
the most difficult in the Gospels. Jesus taught us that the Reign of 
God is a situation where people do not hoard but rather share their 
surplus with those in need.  
 

A society where we hoard, where some are poor, made poor, kept 
poor, and others have more than they need is, according to Jesus, 
part of the kingdom of Satan. The Kingdom of God is one structured 
on the value of sharing.  
 

We see this Kingdom Consciousness embraced by Jesus who lived 
with a remarkable, attractive largeness of Spirit. His personal style 
and teaching were characterised by a beautiful unrestricted 
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generosity and abundance. His teachings pushed for a generosity in 
giving that some deemed to be unfair. He practised this generosity in 
giving of himself in abundant ways on a daily basis in the giving of his 
time and energy to those who needed him, especially those who 
needed him the most.  
 

When he fed the multitudes at the Sea of Galilee there was more 
than enough for everyone and lots left over. In subtle ways this 
prefigured the sacrificial giving of his own life and how we would 
continue to be nourished by him as the ‘bread of life’. He taught that 
people should give and not count the cost at all. He encouraged 
people to trust in God’s generosity to care for their own needs.   
 

The amount of teaching Jesus gave on the theme of money and 
possessions is staggering, and no other theme, except the Kingdom of 
God itself, receives greater attention. The impact that Kingdom 
Consciousness has on money and possessions was the dominant 
teaching theme of Jesus. One is left in no doubt that being a follower 
of Jesus has radical implications for our economic behaviour. 

 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. How might our economic system be changed to honour Jesus’ 

vision for society? Or is it the people in the system that need to 
be changed? Or both?  

b. What can you do to be true to Jesus’ call to be a sharing person? 
Make a list. 

c. What is happening within you as you spend time waiting on 
Jesus’ Spirit in preparation for Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 
weekend? Are you responding to these promptings? Are you in 
conversation with God about this? 
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10th May 

Jesus valued people and not prestige 
 

Exploring Jesus’ Teaching about Honour 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 34 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1. Read Luke 14:7-14 and answer the following questions.  

a. Note that this is a wedding banquet story. It is good to remind 
yourself of the content of chapter 4. 

b. To some extent Jesus tells us something about God and his 
Kingdom when his parable speaks about the host of the banquet. 
What do we learn about God and his Kingdom? 

c. Why are prestige and status so important for us?  
d. What is wrong with claiming a place of honour for myself? 
e. What would be included in a Godly pursuit of honour? 
f. What would be good ways for us to apply verses 12-14? Try and 

make a list. 
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
Honour was the most prized dimension of existence for the culture of 
Jesus’ day. Jesus gives the theme a lot of attention and affirms the 
importance of honour, but exposes how the cultural and religious 
practices of the day bred a false, destructive and divisive sense of 
honour. Jesus brought about a Kingdom Consciousness by essentially 
showing that in God’s reign people are valued as people. 
 

Jesus viewed his culture’s infatuation with status and prestige as evil. 
Jesus dared to cast a vision of a society in which such external 
distinctions were meaningless and where people mattered as people. 
Jesus taught that in God’s reign people are valued as people. People 
have value as children of God, which means that people have value 
inherent in themselves.  
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In Jesus’ own dealings with people they sensed that they had value in 
and of themselves. Jesus’ attitude to women and children flows from 
his insistence that they matter because they are people. Jesus 
frequently showed respect to ‘sinners’ publicly and even ate with 
them, which was a way of accepting them and being dismissive of the 
honour and shame system.  
 

Jesus wanted people to strip themselves of the false values of wealth 
and prestige and become real people. Jesus viewed this infatuation 
with prestige, status and class as the main cause of hypocrisy – 
people felt forced to be false in the public eye in order to be 
honoured. Jesus attached great value to the person who was genuine 
in their love for God and neighbour. Jesus exposed those who were 
only trying to give the impression of love for God and neighbour. In 
this way Jesus placed a great emphasis on characteristics like integrity 
and authenticity.  
 

It is this real love that moved Jesus to busy himself with healings and 
exorcisms for those in need rather than spend time trying to build a 
positive profile with the people in power. He would rather invest in 
those in desperate circumstances than respect the honour 
boundaries of his culture.  

 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. What are symbols of status and prestige today? 
b. How can you personally value people as people? Does your 

congregation value people as people? Can you apply this at 
work? 

c. Is all status and prestige wrong?  
d. What can you do to be true to Jesus’ call to value people and not 

prestige? What can you do to treat all people with equal dignity, 
regardless of their status in society? What specific new activity is 
Jesus calling you to here?  

e. What is happening within you as you spend time waiting on 
Jesus’ Spirit in preparation for Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 
weekend? Are you responding to these promptings? Are you in 
conversation with God about this? 
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17th May 

Love steps across boundaries 
 

Exploring Jesus’ Teaching about Solidarity 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 103  
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1. Read Luke 10.25-37 and answer the following questions: 

a. This is one of a number of instances in Jesus’ ministry where he 
was asked about private salvation (‘What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?’). Have you noticed how Jesus’ answer pushes the 
questioner out of their privatised faith? What do you think this 
says to your own view of inheriting ‘eternal life’? 

b. It seems that the lawyer in this story knew the answer. Why did 
he not put it into practice? 

c. What makes it difficult for you to put your faith into practice? 
d. What behaviour was Jesus hoping for in the lawyer? In others 

who also heard him tell the story? In those who heard the early 
preachers tell the story (oral tradition)? In you reading the story 
today? 

e. Have you ever been a ‘good Samaritan’? 
f. Has anyone ever been a ‘good Samaritan’ to you? 

 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
In the society in which Jesus lived, the third most important concern, 
after prestige and wealth, was group solidarity. Strong group 
solidarity existed amongst those bound by flesh, blood, class, 
friendship and within the confines of an elitist sect (e.g. Essenes, 
Pharisees). Love and loyalty were strong within these groups. 
Although the Jewish people as a whole also had group solidarity, 
these smaller group solidarities were stronger. 
 

Jesus opposed this exclusive form of love, teaching that love in the 
reign of God is an all-inclusive love of all people. It is vital that we 
grasp this way of understanding love in the Reign of God if we are to 
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honour God’s reign through our Kingdom Consciousness. Love in the 
Reign of God steps across all boundaries, it excludes no one and it 
embraces all. In the Kingdom Consciousness Movement we live with a 
sense of solidarity with all people and with an awareness of the need 
to honour those connections. In the Kingdom Consciousness 
Movement we do not separate life into ‘us’ and ‘them’. 
 

Jesus’ own boundary-crossing love is seen in his friendliness to a 
number of people and groups who were regarded as ‘outsiders’ in his 
day. Amongst these were the ‘poor’ who were deemed to be outside 
of God’s provision because of their sin. The ‘sinners’ were also a 
group that Jesus befriended. These were social outcasts because of 
their professions (prostitutes, tax collectors, herdsman, robbers, 
gamblers and usurers, to name some examples).  
 

As shown in the previous chapter, Jesus also crossed the boundary 
separating women from men. Those who observed Jesus and all who 
were blessed by his attention, became aware that he ignored the 
divisions that society had created and that his sense of solidarity was 
all inclusive. 

 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. Who is my neighbour? Try and answer this personally. 
b. Which suffering people should today become a priority? Try and 

make a list. Who do you know belongs to that list? Can you list 
their names? Can you be a neighbour to anyone on that list?   

c. What boundaries does your love need to cross if you are to 
become obedient to Jesus’ call to love your neighbour? What are 
you going to do about this?  

d. What is happening within you as you spend time waiting on 
Jesus’ Spirit in preparation for Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 
weekend? Are you responding to these promptings? Are you in 
conversation with God about this? 
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24th May 

Loving service is the most powerful  
force in the world 

 

Exploring Jesus’ Teaching about Power 
(John Wesley / Aldersgate Sunday) 

 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 131 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1. Read John 13.1-15 and answer the following questions: 

a. What does this passage tell us about the kind of person Jesus 
was? 

b. Imagine being there as one of the people whose feet get washed! 
What are your thoughts and feelings when he is about to start on 
your feet (and you are watching him wash the feet of the person 
next to you)? How dirty are your feet? Imagine they are very 
dirty and Jesus is giving them a good clean – what are you 
thinking and feeling? Now he is finished and has moved to the 
next person – reflect on what he has done for you. What does 
this mean about his relationship with you? What does this mean 
about your relationship with him? 

c. Read verses 14-15. This is the core of the life application Jesus 
longs for, for his followers. With what kind of spirit does such a 
person live? What kind of person is always ready to serve? 

d. Can you see the two types of power at odds with each other in 
this scene? On the one hand Judas and the political 
machinations; on the other Jesus and the power of loving 
service? Describe situations of similar power dynamics today. 

e. What kinds of acts of service are similar to washing feet today? 
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
The issue of power is an important matter. Jesus dealt with the 
matter of power both in the world (kingdom of Satan) and in God’s 
Kingdom. The issue of power and the structures of power (who has 
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power over whom and who can decide what for whom) is what we 
today call politics. The exercise of power in the two kingdoms is 
completely different. In the kingdoms of this world, or the reign of 
Satan, power is found in domination. In the Reign of God power is 
found in service. Jesus believes that loving service is the most 
powerful force in the world.  
 

Jesus is teaching that power in the Reign of God has got nothing to do 
with domination and oppression; rather it is the power of love and 
service. A Kingdom Consciousness believes that true power lies in 
loving service, even though the power of domination may seem 
stronger from a worldly perspective.  
 

Jesus teaches that those in authority should use their positions and 
the structures that are at their disposal for love and service in society. 
Jesus used his own authority to serve those in need, to serve his 
disciples and even to serve the integrity of the Jewish faith. 
Eventually this culminates in Jesus giving his own life as an act of 
service. 

 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. Where do you get power from? What empowers you? What 

gives you influence? What disempowers you? Who has power 
over you? Who is influential in your life?  

b. How much confidence do you have in the power of loving 
service? How much are you prepared to risk for this? 

c. What makes loving service powerful?  
d. Is there some act of loving service you feel called to? Perhaps 

commit to it and ask someone to hold you accountable.  
e. What is happening within you as you spend time waiting on 

Jesus’ Spirit in preparation for Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 
weekend? Are you responding to these promptings? Are you in 
conversation with God about this? 
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31st May Pentecost Sunday 

Entrusting yourself to the Shepherd 
 

My faith: I am transformed when I personally respond to Jesus in faith 
Psalm for the week: Psalm 118 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1. Read Ephesians 2.1-10 and answer the following questions: 

a. What does this passage tell us about grace? 
b. What does this passage tell us about the role of faith in 

salvation? 
c. What does this passage tell us about the role of works in 

salvation? What is a correct understanding of the role of works in 
the living of our lives?  
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
I have described how we were created for community in the four 
relationships of life and that Jesus has won for us a state in which that 
community can be experienced. We want to personally experience 
what Jesus has made available. We want to experience a real 
friendship with God, others, our environment and ourselves. The 
reality of community becomes a subjective life experience for you 
through your faith in Jesus. You need to entrust yourself to him as 
your Shepherd if you are to experience the blessings of his flock. 
 

Choosing good and life-giving leaders is the one of the most 
important decisions in life. The most important metaphor for 
leadership in the Bible is that of the Shepherd. Leaders are shepherds 
of the people. The New Testament invites us to entrust ourselves to 
Jesus as a leader by describing him as a Good Shepherd. Because of 
who Jesus is, choosing him as your ultimate leader is the most 
important decision of your life. This means that Jesus is not just 
someone to get to know, worship or believe in, but someone to 
follow.  
 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
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a. If you have accepted Jesus as your Lord and Saviour then spend 
time remembering the moment you made that decision clear to 
Jesus. Tell someone about that moment, describing also the build 
up to making the decision. 

b. What has changed in your life since you decided to follow Jesus? 
c. In this chapter I propose that we are very clear that we see 

ourselves as followers of Jesus. What further change would it 
make to your life to be more intentional and thorough about 
following Jesus? Make a list of some of the aspects and number 
them from most radical change to least radical change. Choose 
one to put into effect this week.  

d. What is happening within you as you spend time waiting on 
Jesus’ Spirit in preparation for Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 
weekend? Are you responding to these promptings? Are you in 
conversation with God about this? 
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7th June – Trinity Sunday 

Hope of the world 
(Holy Spirit Weekend) 

 

The ‘Already’ and ‘Not Yet’ reality of God’s Reign 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 93 
 

A Guide for your devotions: 
1. Read Luke 4:16-22 and answer the following questions: 

a. What kinds of things were Jewish people looking forward to 
when they read this passage from Isaiah? 

b. Reflect on the meaning of each of the phrases in Isaiah’s 
prophesy. What do these promises tell us about God’s intentions 
in relation to people?  

c. Try and imagine the impact of Jesus, a new rabbi with a real 
gravitas, saying that in their hearing the scripture of Isaiah has 
been fulfilled! What were the feelings? Thoughts?  

d. How does the ascended Jesus attempt to fulfil this prophesy 
today? Or, did the prophesy only apply to Jesus of Nazareth’s 
earthly ministry? 

e. What can a passage about the fulfilment of this prophesy mean 
for us today? What are our thoughts? Feelings?  

f. In what way can we participate in Jesus’ desire to fulfil this 
passage now? 
 

2. Reflect on the sermon you heard on Sunday on this theme. What was 
the main personal significance for you in the sermon? 
 

3. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
The vital reality that Jesus impresses upon us is that a new 
consciousness is necessary because a new reality has come into 
being. God’s reign has begun in a decisive way and people are invited 
by Jesus to change their thinking to appreciate this. This new reality 
has begun through the life and ministry of Jesus. Jesus is the One who 
is battling successfully against Satan and thereby bringing about a 
new world in which we can live. Jesus is battle leader of the Kingdom 
of God against the Kingdom of Satan. 
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It is Jesus’ coming that has inaugurated the reign of God. It is in Jesus’ 
faithfulness that evil is vanquished on earth and God’s reign launched. 
It is in Jesus’ power that the tide turns and God’s victory spreads like 
yeast in the dough. It is in Jesus’ teachings that we come to grasp the 
values and core dynamics of this Reign of God. The important 
awareness here is that Jesus is the leader in this movement that 
honours God’s reign. You don’t need to wait for another leader; Jesus 
has come and is available to lead you. No other leader will have the 
astonishing  credentials that Jesus has. Already in Jesus’ day he was 
recognised as the long-awaited good king. This whole theme comes to 
an astounding climax when Jesus says: ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.’ (Matthew 28.18-20)  
 

There is an ‘already’ and a ‘not yet’ dimension to the reign of God. 
Jesus ushered in the reign of God – that is the ‘already’ dimension. But 
only in the consummation of all things, after the second coming of 
Jesus, will the reign of God be fully established – that is the ‘not yet’ 
dimension. 
 

In his teaching Jesus is bringing into being an existence of friendship 
with God, myself, fellow human beings and the environment. The 
reign of God is that reality where this four-fold friendship exists. Those 
who live with a Kingdom Consciousness experience God’s reign in 
their lives and in their world. I am true to the Reign of God when I am 
true to this four-fold friendship. Disciples of Jesus are those who strive 
for this friendship in the four relationships of life. 

4. Reflect on these questions:  
a. Do you really believe that God’s reign has begun? What difference 

should such a belief make to your life? 
b. Do you properly understand the ‘already and not yet’ theology?  

 

Give thanks to God for this journey that now ends. 
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