
 

An Order of Service for 
Remembrance 

Holy Saturday 11th April 2020 
 
 
 
 
You may use this liturgy in whatever way may be meaningful to you. 
Maybe have a special candle which you can light at that time in the 
order of service. If you are sharing this time with family members, 
take a moment to share some memories of your loved one when 
you light the candle. You could have a photo of your loved one next 
to the candle. You could look at old photos as a part of this time.  
 
The words are just there to offer a frame for the time. The purpose 
of the time is to remember with love and gratitude – we encourage 
you to be creative in thinking of ways to lovingly remember the 
person who has died, acknowledge the role they played in your life, 
give thanks to God for their lives and be reminded that God is with 
you, right now and in the days which lie ahead. May you experience 
His comfort, peace and love as you remember. 
 
 
 
 

A Service of Loving Remembrance 
 

 
 

We come to remember with thankfulness those we have known and 
loved who have died. We come seeking to experience more of 
God’s love and to open our lives to the help and strength that He 
gives us as we continue on the journey of life without them.     
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Call to Worship 
 

The Lord is here, 
 His Spirit is with us. 
 

We need not fear, 
 His Spirit is with us. 
 

We are surrounded by love, 
 His Spirit is with us. 
 

We are immersed in peace, 
 His Spirit is with us. 
 

We rejoice in hope, 
 His Spirit is with us. 
 

We travel in faith, 
 His Spirit is with us. 
 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

God, we are a broken people, and our world is broken open. 
But, you are a whole God – holy and complete, and you never 
stop offering wholeness to us. 
Where we and our loved ones are broken within our mind and 
spirit, we pray that healing may come. 
Where we and our loved ones are broken apart by turmoil, we 
pray that peace may come. 
Where we and our loved ones are broken down by despair and 
longing, we pray that compassion may come. 
Where we and our loved ones are broken up by stress, fear 
and uncertainty, we pray that faith may come. 
And so we bring you our brokenness, God, and pray that you 
would heal us, so that we, in our turn, may be part of healing 
the world. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil, 
For You are the Kingdom, the power and the glory,  
For ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings Psalm 23 
   Ezekiel 34:11-16 
   John 10:11-18 

 
Word of encouragement: 

 
WALKING WITH THE GOOD SHEPHERD: 
 
If you are going on a difficult journey it’s really helpful to have a tour 
guide who knows about the places you are visiting and who can 
make sure you get to your destination.  They can show you the way, 
point you to the places to eat and sort out the problems you face.  
Our journey through life is one that sometimes is easy and 
sometimes can be difficult.  Facing suffering and death in particular 
is challenging.  It’s not surprising then that we find it encouraging 
that we don’t have to make that journey on our own.  The Bible’s 
picture of God as shepherd accompanying us on that journey is one 
that has brought strength and encouragement to many over the 
years.  
 
In the book of Ezekiel God speaks of himself as a shepherd and 
Jesus claims that title for himself in the reading from John, but it is 
the words of Psalm 23 which many have found especially helpful.  
Here is an image of a God who is there in good times and bad, who 
guides us and provides for us.   
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When we are hurt he brings us healing.  When we are lost he seeks 
for us and brings us back – a God who forgives and restores those 
who have wandered away from him.  He strengthens and protects 
us in the darkest hours, in the ‘valley of the shadow of death’.  He is 
the one who brings us through to feasting and rejoicing – heaven is 
often pictured as a banquet in the Bible.  Jesus as Good Shepherd 
laid down his life, dying on the cross that we might be forgiven.  He 
has now been raised from death and promises eternal life to those 
who belong to him.  He is alongside us every step of the way on the 
journey of life. 
 
Hymn  The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want; 

He makes me down to lie 
In pastures green ; He leadeth me 
The quiet waters by. 
 
My soul He doth restore gain 
And me to walk doth make 
Within the paths of righteousness, 
E'en for His own name's sake 
 
Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
Yet will I fear no ill; 
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod 
And staff me comfort still. 
 

My table Thou hast furnishèd 

In presence of my foes; 
My head Thou dost with oil anoint, 
And my cup overflows. 
 
Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me, 
And in God's house for evermore 
My dwelling-place shall be. 
 

Scottish Psalter (1650) 
 



5 
 

 
An Act of Loving Remembrance 

 
 
 
 

Prayer 
 

Eternal God, 
we praise you that you have made people to share life together 
and to reflect your glory in the world. 
 

We thank you now for those whom we come to remember 
tonight,  
for all that we saw of your goodness and love in their lives 
and for all that they have meant to us. 
 

Grant to us, Lord God, to trust you not for ourselves alone, 
but for these also whom we love, 
and who are hidden from us by the shadow of death; 
that, as we believe your power to have raised our Lord Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 
So may we trust your love to give eternal life to all who believe 
in him; 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, One God, now and forever.  

Amen 
 
 

A time of lighting candles 
 

God of grace and glory, we come to 
remember before you and thank you 
for the life / lives of ……….. 
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Prayer 
 

Let us pray to the Lord who has conquered death. 
In faith and hope we pray, 

Lord of mercy. Lord, hear us. 
 

Almighty God, 
You bring your people together 
In one communion, 
In the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
We rejoice in your light and your peace 
With your whole Church in heaven and on earth. 

Lord of mercy. Lord, hear us. 
 

Give to all who mourn a sure confidence 
In your loving care, 
That we may cast all our sorrows on you 
And know the consolation of your love. 

Lord of mercy. Lord, hear us. 
 

Give us strength to meet the days ahead 
In the joyful expectation of eternal life 
With those you love. 

Lord of mercy. Lord, hear us. 
 

Give to us who are still on our pilgrimage, 
And who walk as yet by faith, 
Your Holy Spirit to lead us in holiness and righteousness all 
our days. 

Lord of mercy. Lord, hear us. 
 

May all who have been made one with Christ 
In His death and in his resurrection 
Die to sin and rise to newness of life. 

Lord of mercy. Lord, hear us. 
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Benediction  
 

May Christ, the Good Shepherd,  
enfold us with love, 
Fill us with peace, 
And lead us in hope, 
To the end of our days. 

Amen. 
 

Some reflections on Grief. 
 

Grief can be viewed as the price we pay for love. It is a natural 
consequence of forming emotional bonds to people. Grieving is 
viewed as a process of reconstructing a world of meaning that has 
been challenged by loss. When a person dies, a relationship does 
not die. We are invited to a new relationship with our loved one who 
has died. An important task of the mourning process is to restore the 
relationship that has been lost by incorporating it into the present.  
The following are some questions for reflection which may be helpful 
for this: 
 

 When you think about the person who has died, what difference 
did they make to your life? 
 

 What has that contribution made possible that would otherwise 
not have been possible? 
 

 What did you bring to their life that made a difference to them? 
 

 If the person who has died could be with you today, what would 
they say to you about the efforts you are making in your life? 
What words of encouragement would they offer? 
 

 What did your loved one see when they looked at you through 
their loving eyes? 
 

 What difference would it make to your relationships with others 
today if you carried this knowledge with you in your daily life? 
 
 
 


