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INTRODUCTION 
 

One of the main purposes of the Bible is to reveal God to us. Through the 
Bible we are given a picture of God, God’s character, how God works. It is 
a picture that develops throughout the Bible and culminates in Jesus as the 
fullest revelation of God. For this reason it is important that we participate 
in a series each year that focusses on our picture of God.  
 

This year we go deeper than we have previously gone in such a sermon 
series. In 2019 we did a five-week series titled “Keep Falling in Love with 
the God Jesus knows”. In that series we appreciated God as 1) Good, 2) 
Trustworthy, 3) Generous, 4) Love, 5) Self-Sacrificing.  
 

It is an ongoing aim for us as Christ-followers to appreciate God’s character 
and action. In some of the themes this year we go beyond some clichés 
about God – especially God’s power – and come to a place of deeper truth.  
 

The quest to understand God is the quest to understand what we mean 
when we way ‘God’. It is an attempt to answer questions like, ‘What is 
God?’ and ‘Where is God?’ When you are trying to understand ‘God’, you 
are trying to understand the core nature of reality. So, a quest to 
understand God is always also a quest to understand how life works. The 
better we understand reality the better we will live as God’s children in this 
world.  
 

This series will help participants with some topics that trouble many church 
goers from time to time. Indirectly this series will help with questions like: 
Why does God allow suffering? How does God act in the world? Is God 
really all-powerful? Does God know the future? What is the Trinity? What 
is the relevance of these questions? This series will also introduce a theme 
that will be new for many – namely the reality of the Cosmic Christ.  
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I have prayed that the effect of the series will be a deeper awareness of 
God as Love – and lead to a deeper trust and confidence in God’s love. I 
have also prayed that your faith in God and following of Jesus will be more 
confident and robust because of this series. These things should be the 
result of understanding reality better. 
 

This series is not following a particular book. These notes are written by 
John Wessels. The preachers will have extra readings from the writings of 
John Wessels, C Robert Mesle and Richard Rohr. 
 

Each sermon series has a particular character and feel. The Lent Series 
certainly felt ‘spiritual’. The Prayer series felt ‘inspirational’. This next series 
will feel ‘thoughtful’. 
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Trinity Sunday 30th May 
 

What is the Trinity? 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 8. 
 

A Guide for your Devotions: 
1. Read John 14:8-31 and reflect on the following questions: 

a. This is a remarkable passage of scripture. In it the three persons 
of the Trinity are clearly described in conjunction with each 
other. Re-read and identify clearly the person of Jesus, God as 
Father, Holy Spirit. 

b. What can we learn about the character and role of each person 
from this passage? 

c. What does this passage say about God as a whole?  
d. Where do we as people fit into this picture? 
e. Do you relate to a specific person in the Trinity? If so who? Or do 

you relate to God as a whole? If so how do you imagine this God? 
f. Is there a person in the Trinity you neglect? What can you do to 

deepen this relationship? 
 

2. Which of the Sunday services did you attend or watch this past 
Sunday? What was the main point/s of the sermon?  
 

3. Which part of the message touched you on a personal level? 
 

4. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
 

Did you know that the doctrine of the Trinity is not described in our Bibles? 
In fact very few doctrines are described in our Bibles. The work of 
theologians is to try and make coherent sense of what the Bible describes. 
The doctrine of the Trinity is our best explanation for the way in which God 
is described and experienced in our Bibles.  
 

Theologians describe the following about the Trinity: The first person is the 
source of all that exists. This is God the creator. The first person is referred 
to as Father, Love, Unbegotten Origin of all else and sometimes Mother. 
The second person is the one who reveals the will of the creator and 
executes the Creator’s will. The second person is referred to as Son, 
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Beloved, begotten expression of all the Father is, Word, Redeemer and 
Jesus. The third person is the Spirit of love between the first and the second 
person and also their love for all that is created. The third person is referred 
to as the Holy Spirit, Spirit of God, Spirit of Jesus, or simply Spirit, Lover, 
Advocate, animator of life, Love-bond between Father and Son, Lovebond 
of the Father and the Son for all that exists and also the Love-bond where 
it exists between parts of creation.  
 

The three persons love each other and give themselves to each other to 
such an extent that they are one through the act of loving self-giving. 
Through sharing themselves so fully in the person and work of each other 
they are united by their love into a single loving community and identity. 
God is the eternal community of oneness. God is an eternal community of 
Love. 
 

5. Questions for Reflection: 

a. Why do we say God is a Community? 

b. Which alternative ways of referring to each person in the Trinity 
is helpful / confusing / disagreeable / interesting? 
 

c. What is the relevance of this doctrine? 

d. How does this doctrine help your picture of God? 
 

Take the next step. 
Spend time in prayer this week praying to each of the persons in the Trinity. 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Sunday 6th June 
 

Is God in Control? 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 57. 
 

A Guide for your Devotions: 
1. Read 1 John 4.7-21 and reflect on the following questions: 

a. What reasons does John give for his proclamation that God is 
love? 

b. Do you have any beliefs about God that are contrary to love? If 
so, can you recall how they became part of your belief system? 

c. Notice in this passage the link between our picture of God (God 
is love) with how we should then live our lives (we must love). 
Focus on some of the most powerful of these statements / 
verses. 

d. Do you see the importance of working on your picture of God? 
e. What does this passage say or imply about our world? 

 

2. Which of the Sunday services did you attend or watch this past 
Sunday? What was the main point/s of the sermon?  
 

3. Which part of the message touched you on a personal level? 
 

4. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
 

To believe that God is love means that we believe that God is constantly, in 
every moment and in every place, doing everything within God’s power to 
bring about the experience of love and to achieve loving and good things.  
 

If God is all-powerful then our constant experience of life should be an 
experience of goodness and love. But we all know that goodness and love 
are only parts of the experience. Life is also an experience of evil, horror, 
violence, violation, corruption, abuse, recklessness, carelessness, hate and 
more horrible things.  
 

And so we must ask: Is God in control? Is God all-powerful? It seems clear 
that there are other people who also determine how life goes for us all. 
God does not seem to have control over them. They do things that are 
beyond God’s control. And before we get too much into the ‘us and them’ 
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language let me admit – I have done many things that are against God’s 
loving will. In fact – I have not sensed that God is trying to control me at all! 
Do you ever feel that God is trying to control you? 
 

If you want to insist that God is in control, then I suggest that you will have 
to let go of your belief that God is love. You cannot have both beliefs. If God 
is in control, then based on what happens in life, we will sometimes see 
God as being loving, kind, beautiful and good – but at other times we will 
see God as being ugly, unkind, harsh, unforgiving, unloving, cruel, vicious, 
capricious, lying, reckless, negligent, hateful, abusive, corrupt (sometimes 
responds to bribes!) and so on.  
 

5. Questions for Reflection: 

a) Which parts do you struggle to understand?  
b) If you wish to hold onto the statement ‘God is in control’ then 

talk about how you understand so many evil and bad things 
happening.  

c) Do you feel that God is trying to control you? 
d) Describe your experience of God’s love? 
o How does this affect your picture of God? 

 

Take the next step. 
Spend time this week reflecting on this theme and what changes you would 
make in your relationship to God and life if you were to shift your view of 
God’s control. 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Sunday 13th June 
 

How does God act in the world? 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 6 
 

A Guide for your Devotions: 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1.18-25 and reflect on the following questions: 

a. In what ways are your general views of God’s power actually no 
different from the normal worldly view of power? 

b. How might a Godly view of power be different? 
c. What is God’s weakness? 
d. What is God’s foolishness? 
e. How does this affect your picture of God? 

 

2. Which of the Sunday services did you attend or watch this past 
Sunday? What was the main point/s of the sermon?  
 

3. Which part of the message touched you on a personal level? 
 

4. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
 

How does God act? What is God’s power? Well, God’s power is the power 
of love, and love is never a coercive power but rather a persuasive power. 
Coercive power is power over someone or something. It often forces its will 
and uses threats against its target. The persuasive power of God’s love is 
something quite different. God’s love is a love that serves; it is not selective 
about who to love and who not to love. God’s love is prepared to suffer 
when necessary. God is always good, kind and loving. God’s love has come 
to us in many ways but most especially in Jesus who remained faithful to 
love even though it cost him his life (see the 1 John 4 passage again). Jesus’ 
crucifixion is the symbol at the heart of the Christian faith because it is so 
persuasive a presentation of the love of God, a love that is prepared to 
suffer for us although we certainly don’t deserve it.   
 

At the heart of Jesus’ ministry are his teachings on the Kingdom of God. 
These teachings are often overlooked by Christians. What makes this so 
serious is that in neglecting Jesus’ vision of the Kingdom of God we are 
closing our eyes and ears to God’s power of persuasion. God works by 
sharing with us a vision of the better way, of the loving and the good. In 
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Jesus, God is actively persuading us about what life should be like. This 
highlights the importance of what I call the Kingdom Consciousness 
Movement – because Jesus wants God’s vision to fill our consciousness and 
inform our choices.  

 

5. Questions for Reflection: 

a. Spend time reflecting on Jesus’ ministry. Notice how he asks 
people if they want to be healed; he doesn’t force his healing 
power on them. Notice how much time he spends trying to 
persuade disciples, tax collectors, Pharisees, Sadducees and 
others of God’s will.   

b. How have you experienced God’s power of persuasion?  
c. What is attractive and hopeful about God’s work of persuasion? 
d. How can you participate in God’s work of persuasion?  
e. How does this affect your picture of God? 

 

Take the next step. 
Spend time this week praying for a greater awareness of God’s persuasive 
power. 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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Sunday 20th June 
 

The Cosmic Christ. 
 

Psalm for the week: Psalm 46. 
 

A Guide for your Devotions: 
1. Read Colossians 1.15-20 and reflect on the following questions: 

a. Cosmic means ‘universal’ and ‘all inclusive’. Focus on the parts of 
this passage that speak of Jesus as cosmic. Discuss these. (Yes – 
it is the whole passage) 
 

2. Which of the Sunday services did you attend or watch this past 
Sunday? What was the main point/s of the sermon? 
 

3. Which part of the message touched you on a personal level? 
 

4. Here are some further notes on the theme: 
 

Here we take the opportunity to open eyes and ears to an important 
dimension to our understanding of Christ – namely Christ as Cosmic. In 
essence, we draw attention to Jesus of Nazareth as the incarnation of the 
second person of the Trinity who is eternal. This second person is the 
eternal Christ who is the ‘Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End’ 
(Revelation 21:5-6). We know that Paul says of Christ that, “He is the image 
of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together.” (Colossians 1:15-17)  
 
These and many other passages give us an awareness that the whole 
universe (including our planet) is the cosmic expression of the eternal Christ 
and that Jesus of Nazareth is the human expression of the eternal Christ. 
This is very meaningful way to end a series on drawing our picture of God: 
We begin to have a sense of being on sacred ground on our planet. We look 
at the distant sacred when we gaze through a telescope; we marvel at the 
intimate sacred when we peer into a microscope. 
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5. Questions for Reflection: 

a. Respond to this statement: when we abuse creation we are 
abusing Jesus. 

b. Do you have a sense of creation as sacred? 
c. What would change in your behaviour if you viewed creation as 

sacred? 
d. How does this affect your picture of God? 

 

Take the next step. 
Spend time in contemplation on the ‘Cosmic Christ’.  
Also spend time reflecting on some changes in your picture of God as a 
result of this series.  
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 


